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PART 2 ς DISTRICT WIDE MATTERS 

NFL ς Natural Features and 

Landscapes  

NFL - APP1 ς Outstanding Natural Features 

and Landscapes 

NFL ς APP1 describes the characteristics and values of all listed Outstanding Natural Features 

ŀƴŘ [ŀƴŘǎŎŀǇŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ƛŘŜƴǘƛŦƛŜŘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ aŀƴŀǿŀǘǹ 5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘΦ  

The intention of identifying individual characteristics and values within NFL-APP1 of the 

aŀƴŀǿŀǘǹ 5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ tƭŀƴ ƛǎ ǘƻ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ǘƻ Ǉƭŀƴ ǳǎŜǊǎ ƛƴ ŘŜǘŜǊƳƛƴƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŜȄǘŜƴǘ ƻŦ ŀ 

ǇǊƻǇƻǎŜŘ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘȅΩǎ ǇƻǘŜƴǘƛŀƭ effects within an Outstanding Natural Feature and Landscape.  

It is important for plan users to note that Iwi accounts of tribal affiliations may vary throughout 

NFL-APP1. This reflects the different narratives of Iwi for the specific Outstanding Natural 

Feature or Landscape. The Council has intentionally preserved each account to ensure the 

integrity of Iwi information provided is maintained.  
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Outstanding Natural Landscape 1 ς Ruahine Range 
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Characteristics and Values of Outstanding Natural Landscape 

Natural 

Science 

Geological/ 

Geomorphological 

The Ruahine Range is the dominant geographical 

ƭŀƴŘƳŀǊƪ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ aŀƴŀǿŀǘǹ 5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ ŎƻƳǇǊƛǎƛƴƎ ŀ 

sequence of mesozoic greywackes of the Torlesse 

terrane. Representative part of the axial range that 

extends along the Alpine Fault from Westland to 

Bay of Plenty. Originated through uplift that has 

occurred through the meeting of the Pacific and 

Australian tectonic plates. Folded landscape with 

patchwork of deeply incised drainage catchments. 

Ruahine Range has been the subject of geological 

research, such as the PhD of Dr M Marden on 

structure and lithology of the Torlesse terrane. 

Unique as the oldest and most dominant 

ƎŜƻƭƻƎƛŎŀƭ ƭŀƴŘƳŀǊƪ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ aŀƴŀǿŀǘǹ 5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘΦ  

Biological/Ecological The Ruahine Range contains a significant area of 

unmodified indigenous vegetation and is 

comprised primarily of the Ruahine Forest Park. 

Representative of the original podocarp and beech 

forest that covered much of the foothills and 

ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ tƻƘŀƴƎƛƴŀ ŀƴŘ nǊƻǳŀ ±ŀƭƭŜȅǎΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ 

ƛƴǘŀŎǘ ŦƻǊŜǎǘ ƛǎ ƛƴŘƛŎŀǘƛǾŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŀǊŜŀΩǎ ƳŀǳǊƛΦ Lǘ 

includes alpine beech forest and subalpine tussock, 

and is an important kiwi habitat. Subject of 

ecological research by DOC (and Forest Service 

before them) on impacts of pests including 

possums, deer, and pigs. Appears to be a relatively 

healthy functioning ecosystem that is clearly 

evident in the landscape. An ecological feature of 

ǘƘƛǎ ǎƛȊŜ ƛǎ ǳƴƛǉǳŜ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ǘƘŜ aŀƴŀǿŀǘǹ 5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘΦ Lǘ 

includes small fingers of indigenous vegetation in 

gullies running off the western side of the range 

and beyond the forest park boundary.  

Hydrological It includes the upper reaches of some 

watercourses, such as Bielski Gully ς Te Ano Whiro 

Stream. It is an important catchment for the 

wŀƴƎƛǘơƪŜƛΣ nǊƻǳŀ ŀƴŘ tǁƘŀƴƎƛƴŀ wƛǾŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ 

ǘǊƛōǳǘŀǊƛŜǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ƳŀǳǊƛ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǘŎƘƳŜƴǘΩǎ 

mountains and forests is transported through the 

waterways to nourish the land.  

Perceptual Memorability High memorability as the defining feature and 

reference landmark for the entire district, 
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dominating the eastern horizon and visible from 

throughout the district as an expansive indigenous 

vegetation cover on the dominant axial mountain 

landform. 

Legibility/Expressiveness Ranges very expressive of tectonic uplift and highly 

ƭŜƎƛōƭŜ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ŜŀǎǘŜǊƴ ōƻǳƴŘŀǊȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ aŀƴŀǿŀǘǹ 

District. Steep river and drainage valleys display 

natural erosion processes over time through the 

greywacke geology.  

Transient Higher mountain ranges are covered by snow in 

winter months. Ranges have a defining effect on 

the weather, which can change quickly. Exposed to 

extreme weather. 

Aesthetic High degree of coherence derived from the colour, 

texture, maturity and consistency of native 

vegetation which creates a vivid and visually 

striking pattern of land cover. When considered in 

combination with the land form, it is recognised as 

the most iconic landscape of the district. 

Naturalness Extensively covered in unmodified indigenous 

vegetation with high degree of perceived 

naturalness, isolation and wilderness values. 

Absence of built form, structures and roads 

contributes to the perceived naturalness. Both 

²ƘņǊƛǘƛ ŀƴŘ ¢Ŝ 'Ǉƛǘƛ ǿƛƴŘŦŀǊƳ ŀǊŜ ƭƻŎŀǘŜŘ ǎƻǳǘƘ ƻŦ 

the Ruahine Range ONL in Tararua District. No 

other network utilities are known within the 

aŀƴŀǿŀǘǹ 5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ wǳŀƘƛƴŜ wŀƴƎŜ hb[Φ 

Associational Historical Pockets of early European migration and 

settlement, although now largely devoid of human 

habitation. Colenso followed the track used by 

aņƻǊƛ ŦǊƻƳ ¢Ŝ !ǿŀǊǳŀ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǿŜǎǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ aŀƪŀǊƻǊƻ 

River in the east. 

Recreation Extensive tramping and eco-tourism. Many huts 

established over the years by clubs and DOC. 

Public access is available to the forest park from 

road ends. Access can also be obtained through 

private land if this can be arranged with local 

landowners. Sixtus Lodge and Outdoor Education 

Centre on Limestone Road is used as a base for 

school visits to the Ruahine Range and local area. 
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Tangata Whenua The Ruahine Range, under the relevant 

settlements, is acknowledged as an area of interest 

ŦƻǊ bƎņǘƛ !ǇŀΣ wŀƴƎƛǘņƴŜ ƻ ²ŀƛǊŀǊŀǇŀΣ wŀƴƎƛǘņƴŜ ƻ 

Tamaki Nui-a-wǳŀΣ bƎņǘƛ IŀǳƛǘƛΣ ŀƴŘ wŀƴƎƛǘņƴŜ ƻ 

aŀƴŀǿŀǘǹ όŦƻǊ ǿƘƻƳ ƛǘ ƛǎ ŀƭǎƻ ŀ statutory 

acknowledgement area). In addition, the 

{ŜǘǘƭŜƳŜƴǘ !Ŏǘ ŀƴŘ nǊƻǳŀ 5ŜŎƭŀǊŀǘƛƻƴ ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛǎŜ 

bƎņǘƛ YŀƘǳƴƎǳƴǳ ƛƴ ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ wŀƴƎŜΦ 

The Ruahine Range holds great historical, cultural, 

ǎǇƛǊƛǘǳŀƭ ŀƴŘ ǘǊŀŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭ ǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴŎŜ ǘƻ wŀƴƎƛǘņƴŜ ƻ 

aŀƴŀǿŀǘǹΣ ŀǎ ƛǘ ƛǎ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘǿƻ Ƴƻǳƴǘŀƛƴ ǊŀƴƎŜǎ 

ǘƘŀǘ ƛŘŜƴǘƛŦȅ ǘƘŜ ƛǿƛ ƻŦ wŀƴƎƛǘņƴŜΦ ¢ƘŜ ƭƻƴƎ ǿƘƛǘŜ 

cloud over the Range is said to be the taniwha 

²ƘņƴƎŀimokopuna. The southern Ruahine Range 

is intrinsically connected and related to the 

ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ tǁƘŀƴƎƛƴŀ όwƛǾŜǊ ŀƴŘ ±ŀƭƭŜȅύΣ ¢Ŝ 

!Ƙǳ ŀ ¢ǹǊŀƴƎŀ ŀƴŘ ²ƘŀǊƛǘŜ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ 

numerous peaks along the Ranges of which the 

ƳŀƧƻǊƛǘȅ ŀǊŜ ƴŀƳŜŘ ŀŦǘŜǊ wŀƴƎƛǘņƴŜ ƻ aŀƴŀǿŀǘǹ 

ancestors. The Ruahine mountain range is a source 

ƻŦ ƳŀǳǊƛ ŦƻǊ wŀƴƎƛǘņƴŜ ƻ aŀƴŀǿŀǘǹΣ ƘŜƴŎŜ ǘƘŜ 

mauri is then transported by the waters of the 

nǊƻǳŀΣ tƻƘŀƴƎƛƴŀ ŀƴŘ aŀƴŀǿŀǘǹ wƛǾŜǊǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎǘ 

ƻŦ ǘƘŜ wŀƴƎƛǘņƴŜ ǊƻƘŜΦ tŜŀƪǎ ƻŦ ǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴŎŜ ǘƻ 

RangitņƴŜ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ aŀƘŀǊŀƘŀǊŀΣ hǘǳƳƻǊŜΣ ¢ƛǊŀƘŜΣ 

¢Ŝ IŜƪŜƴƎŀΣ ¢Ŝ !Ƙǳ ŀ ¢ǹǊŀƴƎŀΦ ²ƘŀǊƛǘŜ ό²ƘŀǊŜ-

ǘơǘơύ tŜŀƪ ǘƻǿŀǊŘǎ ǘƘŜ ǎƻǳǘƘ ƛǎ ŀƭǎƻ ƻŦ ǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴŎŜ 

but lies in the Tararua District east of the 

aŀƴŀǿŀǘǹ ōƻǳƴŘŀǊȅ ƭƛƴŜΦ 

There is a rock on the hilltop in the Ruahine Range 

ƴŀƳŜŘ ¢Ŝ !Ƙǳ ŀ ¢ǹǊŀƴƎŀ όƛƳǳŀύ - the sacred 

ƳƻǳƴŘ ƻŦ ¢ǹǊŀƴƎŀ όǘƘŜ ŜƭŘŜǊ ŎƘƛƭŘύΦ Lǘ ƛǎ ƭƻŎŀǘŜŘ 

ǇŀǊǘ ǿŀȅ ŀƭƻƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƻƭŘ aņƻǊƛ ǘǊŀŎƪ ǘƘŀǘ ǘǊŀǾŜǊǎŜǎ 

west to east of the Ruahine Ranges. This peak is of 

great sigƴƛŦƛŎŀƴŎŜ ǘƻ wŀƴƎƛǘņƴŜ ƻ aŀƴŀǿŀǘǹ ŀǎ ƛǘ ƛǎ 

ǘƘŜ ǇƭŀŎŜ ǿƘŜǊŜ ¢ǹǊŀƴƎŀƛƳǳŀΣ ǘƘŜ ǎƻƴ ƻŦ ¢ǳǊƛΣ ǘƘŜ 

/ŀǇǘŀƛƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ !ƻǘŜŀ ǿŀƪŀ ǿŀǎ ƪƛƭƭŜŘΦ ¢ǹǊŀƴƎŀƛƳǳŀ 

ǎŜǘǘƭŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ aŀƴŀǿŀǘǹ ŀŦǘŜǊ ƳŀǊǊȅƛƴƎ ŀ 

wŀƴƎƛǘņƴŜ ƻ aŀƴŀǿŀǘǹ ǿƻƳŀƴΣ tŀǊŜƘǳƛŀΦ !ǘ ǎƻƳŜ 

time after his marriage, TǹǊŀƴƎŀƛƳǳŀ ƧƻǳǊƴŜȅŜŘ ǘƻ 

Tamaki Nui-a-Rua and Ahuriri, and joined with 

wŀƴƎƛǘņƴŜ ƻ aŀƴŀǿŀǘǹ ƛƴ ŦƛƎƘǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƭƻŎŀƭ ƛǿƛΦ 

Unfortunately, the seemingly defeated Ahuriri iwi 

ǿŜǊŜ ƴƻǘ ŜƴǘƛǊŜƭȅ ǾŀƴǉǳƛǎƘŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ¢ǹǊŀƴƎŀƛƳǳŀ 
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group were overrun at a saddle on the Ruahine 

wŀƴƎŜΣ Ƨǳǎǘ ƴƻǊǘƘ ƻŦ ¢Ŝ 'ǇƛǘƛΦ ¢ǹǊŀƴƎŀƛƳǳŀ ǿŀǎ 

killed in the ensuing battle, along with several 

wŀƴƎƛǘņƴŜ ƻ aŀƴŀǿŀǘǹ ŎƘƛŜŦǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ǎƭŀƛƴ ǿŜǊŜ 

heaped in a mound and the site was named Te Ahu 

ŀ ¢ǹǊŀƴƎŀΣ ǘƘŜ ƳƻǳƴŘ ƻŦ ¢ǹǊŀƴƎŀƛƳǳŀΣ ¢Ŝ !Ƙǳ ŀ 

¢ǹǊŀƴƎŀ ƛǎ ƭƻŎŀǘŜŘ ǇŀǊǘ ǿŀȅ ŀƭƻƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƻƭŘ aņƻǊƛ 

track that traversed west to east of the Ruahine 

wŀƴƎŜǎΦ ¢Ŝ !Ƙǳ ŀ ¢ǹǊŀƴƎŀ ƛǎ ŀ ǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴǘ ǿņƘƛ 

tapu, culturally, spiritually and historically to 

wŀƴƎƛǘņƴŜ ƻ aŀƴŀǿŀǘǹΦ ¢ƘŜ site is registered with 

the New Zealand Archaeological Association, as is 

the narrative associated with it. 

¢ƘŜ wŀƴƎƛǘņƴŜ ƻ aŀƴŀǿŀǘǹ /ƭŀƛƳǎ {ŜǘǘƭŜƳŜƴǘ !Ŏǘ 

2016 gives recognition to many areas throughout 

ǘƘŜ aŀƴŀǿŀǘǹ 5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘΣ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǇƭŀŎŜǎ 

listed above regarding the Ruahine Ranges. One 

particular area referred to in the Deed of 

Settlement between RangitņƴŜ ƻ aŀƴŀǿŀǘǹ ŀƴŘ 

the Crown follows ridgelines across the ranges 

ŦǊƻƳ aƻǳƴǘ wƛŎƘŀǊŘǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ tǁƘŀƴƎƛƴŀ ±ŀƭƭŜȅ ǘƻ 

Ruaroa in Tararua District (see map), via (but 

excluding) Maharahara (1095m) and Matanginui 

όмлтпƳύ ǇŜŀƪǎΦ wŀƴƎƛǘņƴŜ ƻ aŀƴŀǿŀǘǹ ŀƭǎƻ ƘŀǾŜ 

an inǘŜǊŜǎǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ aŀƴŀǿŀǘǹ DƻǊƎŜ {ŎŜƴƛŎ wŜǎŜǊǾŜΦ 

However, the scenic reserve on the northern side 

ƻŦ ǘƘŜ aŀƴŀǿŀǘǹ wƛǾŜǊ ƭƛŜǎ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ¢ŀǊŀǊǳŀ 5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ 

and the scenic reserve on the southern side lies 

within Palmerston North City. 

¢ƘŜ hƴŜ tƭŀƴ ƛŘŜƴǘƛŦƛŜǎ Ψ¢ƘŜ ǎŜǊƛŜǎ ƻŦ ƘƛƎƘŜǎǘ 

ridges and highest hilltops along the full extent of 

the Ruahine and Tararua Ranges, including within 

ǘƘŜ CƻǊŜǎǘ tŀǊƪǎΩ ŀǎ ŀƴ hbC[Φ ¢ƘŜ wǳŀƘƛƴŜ wŀƴƎŜ 

ŜȄǘŜƴŘǎ ǎƻǳǘƘ ŀǎ ŦŀǊ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ aŀƴŀǿŀǘǹ DƻǊƎŜΦ ¢ƘŜ 

highest ridge extends along the full length of the 

wǳŀƘƛƴŜ wŀƴƎŜ ǊƛƎƘǘ Řƻǿƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ aŀƴŀǿŀǘǹ DƻǊƎŜ 

{ŎŜƴƛŎ wŜǎŜǊǾŜ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŜƴŎƭƻǎŜǎ ǘƘŜ aŀƴŀǿŀǘǹ 

Gorge. This includes the 6km of farmland between 

the southern end of the Ruahine Forest Park and 

ǘƘŜ aŀƴŀǿŀǘǹ DƻǊƎŜΦ ¢ƘŜ hb[ ƛdentified in the 

landscape assessment is refined in extent from 

that identified in the One Plan, which the One Plan 

makes provision for at the TLA scale. The 

landscape assessment has reduced the southern 
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extent of the One Plan ONL and generally aligned it 

with the southern extent of the forest park. This is 

due to the greater naturalness of the forest park 

compared to the modified state of the landscape 

ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ǘƘŜ ŦƻǊŜǎǘ ǇŀǊƪ ŀƴŘ aŀƴŀǿŀǘǹ DƻǊƎŜ 

which contŀƛƴǎ ƎǊŀȊŜŘ ŦŀǊƳƭŀƴŘ ŀƴŘ ¢Ŝ 'Ǉƛǘƛ 

windfarm. In determining this ONL, consideration 

ǿŀǎ ƎƛǾŜƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ wŀƴƎƛǘņƴŜ ƻ aŀƴŀǿŀǘǹ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘǎ 

ƛƴ ōƻǘƘ ǘƘŜ aŀƴŀǿŀǘǹ DƻǊƎŜ {ŎŜƴƛŎ wŜǎŜǊǾŜ ŀƴŘ 

ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴƴŜŎǘƛƻƴ ǿƛǘƘ ¢Ŝ !Ƙǳ ŀ ¢ǹǊŀƴƎŀ ŀƴŘ ²ƘŀǊƛǘŜ 

(Whare-ǘơǘơύ tŜŀƪΦ IƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ŀƭl lie within Tararua 

District so fall outside the jurisdiction of the 

aŀƴŀǿŀǘǹ ƭŀƴŘǎŎŀǇŜ ŀǎǎŜǎǎƳŜƴǘΣ ŜǾŜƴ ǘƘƻǳƎƘ 

they may be interpreted as being part of the 

ridgeline. 

bƎņǘƛ wŀǳƪŀǿŀ ƪƛ ǘŜ ¢ƻƴƎŀ ǎǘŀǘŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ wǳŀƘƛƴŜ 

Ranges are a significant landscape being a part of 

ǇŜǇŜƘņ ŦƻǊ ŀƭƭ ƛǿƛ ŀƴŘ ƘŀǇǹ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ǘƘŜ aŀƴŀǿŀǘǳ 

landscape. Raukawa also recognise the 

connectivity of the ranges to the iwi's water 

sources and how they reference whakapapa of 

atua in the landscape. 

wŀƴƎƛǘņƴŜ ƻ aŀƴŀǿŀǘǹ ǎǘŀǘŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŀǇǹ ǿƻǳƭŘ 

migrate to seasonal camps in the Ruahine Ranges 

ǘƻ Ƙǳƴǘ ōƛǊŘǎ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ ƪƛǿƛΣ ǿŜƪŀΣ ƪņƪņΣ ƪņƪņǇǁ ŀƴŘ 

ƪņƪņǊƛƪƛΦ YƛƻǊŜ ǿŜǊŜ ƘǳƴǘŜŘ ŀƭƻƴƎ ƪƴƻǿƴ ǘǊŀƛƭǎΣ 

ōŜǊǊƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǊņǊņƘǳ όŦŜǊƴ Ǌƻƻǘύ ǿŜǊŜ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘŜŘΣ ŀǎ 

well as a range ƻŦ ƘƛƎƘ ŀƭǘƛǘǳŘŜ Ǉƭŀƴǘǎ ŦƻǊ ǊƻƴƎƻņΦ 

bƎņǘƛ YŀǳǿƘŀǘŀ ǎǘŀǘŜ ƴƎņ ǇŀŜ ƳŀǳƴƎŀ ƻ wǳŀƘƛƴŜ 

(the mountain ranges of Ruahine) are an integral 

part of the cultural identity of Kauwhata. It 

presents as a key element in the tribal formulaic 

ŜȄǇǊŜǎǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ ƛŘŜƴǘƛǘȅ ƪƴƻǿƴ ŀǎ ǇŜǇŜƘņΦ YŀǳǿƘŀǘŀ 

has had a long affinity with the Ruahine ranges 

since migration from the Waikato region in the 

ŜŀǊƭȅ мунлΩǎΣ ŜǾŜƴǘǳŀƭƭȅ ǎŜǘǘƭƛƴƎ ŀƭƻƴƎ ǘƘŜ nǊƻǳŀ 

river around 1828. Ruahine has since become an 

integral part of Kauwhata identity, being observed 

ƛƴ ǿŀƛŀǘŀΣ ƳǁǘŜŀǘŜŀ ŀƴŘ ƪǁǊŜǊo o te marae (marae 

oratory conversations). 

Shared/Recognised  The One Plan recognises the qualities of the 

wǳŀƘƛƴŜ wŀƴƎŜ ŀǎ ōŜƛƴƎ ΨǘƘŜ ǎƪȅƭƛƴŜΩǎ ŀŜǎǘƘŜǘƛŎ 
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cohesion and continuity, its prominence 

throughout much of the Region and its backdrop 

ǾƛǎǘŀΦΩ ŀƴŘ ƎƛǾŜǎ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘƛƻƴ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ 

provisions: The Ruahine Ranges ONFL is in two 

parts: (j) The Ruahine Forest Park (land 

administered by the Department of Conservation) 

ŀƴŘ όƭύ άǘƘŜ ǎƪȅƭƛƴŜέ όƻǊ ƳƻǊŜ ŎƻǊǊŜŎǘƭȅ ά¢ƘŜ ǎŜǊƛŜǎ 

of highest ridges and highest hilltops along the full 

extent of the Ruahine Ranges including within the 

CƻǊŜǎǘ tŀǊƪǎ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜŘ ƛƴ ƛǘŜƳ όƧύΦέ  

Because the One Plan has been prepared through 

a public process, including public notification and 

hearings, these provisions reflect shared and 

recognised values of the Region. This reinforces 

the perceptual recognition that the prominence 

and memorability of the Ruahine Range causes this 

landscape to form a key part of the identity of the 

District. 

Summary of Key Characteristics Very high degree of naturalness due to the 

extensive covering of indigenous vegetation, 

dominance of large scale landforms, feeling of 

isolation, wilderness, and lack of human 

modification. Lack of built development which 

contributes to the perceived naturalness of the 

ranges as a defining backdrop to the District. 

Important recreational area. Highly memorable 

mountain range landform which contributes to the 

identity and sense of place of the District and 

wŀƴƎƛǘņƴŜ ƻ aŀƴŀǿŀǘǹΦ !ƴ ŜȄƛǎǘƛƴƎ ƭŀǊƎŜ 

transmission tower at Wharite Peak lies outside 

aŀƴŀǿŀǘǹ 5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ ōǳǘ ƛǎ ƭƻŎŀǘŜŘ ƻƴ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 

highest ridges, affecting the perceived naturalness 

ƻŦ ǘƘŜ wŀƴƎŜǎ ŀǎ ǎŜŜƴ ŦǊƻƳ aŀƴŀǿŀǘǹ 5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘΦ 

Potential Issues The high degree of perceived naturalness is 

derived from the dominance and expressiveness of 

the Ruahine Range, contrasting with the 

surrounding agricultural land form and land use. 

This could be threatened by clearance of 

indigenous vegetation for alternative land use; 

earthworks such as mining, roading or quarrying; 

large scale damming of rivers; large network 

utilities; and pests and weeds. It would assist with 
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the protection of the key characteristics if the 

following were to occur: 

¶ discourage the loss of native vegetation; 

¶ discourage the establishment of exotic 

vegetation; 

¶ discourage built development; 

¶ discourage earthworks; and 

¶ discourage adverse effects on cultural 

values. 
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Outstanding Natural Landscape 2ς Manawatǹ Coastline 
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Characteristics and Values of Outstanding Natural Landscape 

Natural 

Science 

Geological/ 

Geomorphological 

Coastal dune system seaward of the Tangimoana 

pine plantation. Includes active dune areas located 

ŀǊƻǳƴŘ IơƳŀǘŀƴƎƛ ǘƻǿƴǎƘƛǇ ŎƻƴǘŀƛƴƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƴƻǊǘƘ-

western edge of the Foxtangi Dunefield. This part 

of the dunefield is unique in that it is the last 

remaining area of functioning duneland ecosystem 

that remains in private ownership in the area 

ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ IơƳŀǘŀƴƎƛ ŀƴŘ CƻȄǘƻƴ όǇǊƛƳŀǊƛƭȅ 

Horowhenua District), and is known as the 

Foxtangi RAP (DOC Recommended Area for 

Protection). 

These areas of the Foxtangi Dunefield either side 

ƻŦ  IơƳŀǘŀƴƎƛ όǿƛǘƘƛƴ aŀƴŀǿŀǘǹ 5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘύ ŀǊŜ 

recommended as ONL, excluding the areas 

containing pine plantation. The coastline soils are 

primarily deep, well drained sandy loam. Research 

has recognised the aŀƴŀǿŀǘǹ ŘǳƴŜŦƛŜƭŘ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ 

best representative example of Holcene dune 

development in New Zealand, and one of the best 

examples of parabolic dune development in 

Australasia. 

Biological/Ecological Modified vegetation with prevalence of coastal 

grasses and acacia covering dunes between the 

high water mark and pine plantations. Inland 

dunefields have been planted in pine plantation for 

erosion control however these lie outside the ONL 

within the productive Tangimoana Forest. This 

area contains part of the Tangimoana Dunes, 

where the rare spiked sand sedge (Eleocharis 

neozelandica) can be found, and Fernbird area 

listed in the District Plan (Operative 2002) 

Appendix 1A (W3), along with part of the Foxtangi 

Dunes, Appendix 1A (W11). 

Hydrological Coastal lagoons located inland of the ONL, which 

contribute to the hydrological functioning of the 

coastal processes where rivers and streams meet 

the sea and transporting the mauri from the 

coastal grasses and dunes to the surrounding land. 

These include Pukepuke Lagoon and Lake 

YŀƛƪǁƪƻǇǳ ƭƻŎŀǘŜŘ ƛƴƭŀƴŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŘǳƴŜǎ ōǳǘ ǎŜǘ ƛƴ 

farmland or adjacent to pine plantation. The ONL 
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includes the mouth of the Rangitikei River and its 

coastal sand bank plus remnant flows across open 

floodplains in the southern oxbow. Pukepuke 

Lagoon relates to the hydrological functioning and 

is identified separately as a ONF as is Lake 

YŀƛƪǁƪƻǇǳΦ 

Perceptual Memorability Memorable as an expansive unbuilt coastal 

foredune system. 

Legibility/Expressiveness Clearly expressive of coastal dune processes. 

Transient Climatic changes of onshore/offshore winds, sea 

spray and coastal birds. 

Aesthetic Extensive linear repetitive dune landform 

combined with the coastal grassland and native 

vegetation cover contributes to the coherence of 

this feature and is vivid particularly when observed 

from the beach. High aesthetic value due to 

naturalness and linear extent of unbuilt coastal 

frontage. 

Naturalness Generally high naturalness, but with some areas of 

modification due to tracks and non-native 

vegetation. Naturalness also influenced by 

proximity of settlements and pine plantations 

parallel to the beach. 

Associational Historical The beach was the highway in early European 

ǘƛƳŜǎΣ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ {ŎƻǘǘΩǎ CŜǊǊȅ ǎŜǊǾƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ wŀƴƎƛǘơƪŜƛ 

area from 1850 ς 1908. A port operated at the  

wŀƴƎƛǘơƪŜƛ wƛǾŜǊ ƳƻǳǘƘ ǎŜǊǾƛŎƛƴƎ ǎǘŜŀƳǎƘƛǇǎ ŦǊƻƳ 

1867-97 when flooding swept away all bridges 

ŀŎǊƻǎǎ ǘƘŜ wŀƴƎƛǘơkei and silted up the port, closing 

it forever. The coastal area is abundant in 

archaeological evidence, with over 35 recorded 

sites. 

Recreation Foredunes accessed from coastal settlements, 

although off-road bikes threaten their stability, 

particularly in proximity to these settlements. 

Tangata Whenua Under the relevant settlements, the coastline is an 

area of interest, as well as a statutory 

ŀŎƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜƳŜƴǘ ŀǊŜŀ ŦƻǊ ōƻǘƘ bƎņǘƛ !Ǉŀ ŀƴŘ 



NFL ς Natural Features and Landscapes 

a!b!²!¢¬ 5L{¢wL/¢ t[!b (reformatted 2024) 13 

wŀƴƎƛǘņƴŜ ƻ aŀƴŀǿŀǘǹΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ŀƭǎƻ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ 

redress properties in Tangimoana. 

Foredunes are part of the wider coastal dune 

ǎȅǎǘŜƳΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿŀǎ ƘƛƎƘƭȅ ǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴǘ ǘƻ aņƻǊƛΦ 

Linked with the historic wetlands inland of the 

coastal dunes, fish (e.g. eels), flora (e.g. flax, 

ǇơƴƎŀƻύ ŀƴŘ Ŧŀǳƴŀ ǿŀǎ ŀƴ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ŦƻƻŘ ǎƻǳǊŎŜ 

ŦƻǊ aņƻǊƛΦ bǳƳŜǊƻǳs middens have been 

ŘƛǎŎƻǾŜǊŜŘ ƛƴƭŀƴŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƴŘ ŘǳƴŜǎΦ IơƳŀǘŀƴƎƛ 

was an important source of a variety of foods for 

wŀƴƎƛǘņƴŜ ƻ aŀƴŀǿŀǘǹΦ ¢ƘŜ ŎƻǊǊŜŎǘ ƘȅǇƘŜƴŀǘƛƻƴ 

ƻŦ ǘƘŜ IơƳŀǘŀƴƎƛ is said not to be Hima-tangi but 

Iơ-matangi, and thereby provides a different tale. 

άIơέ ƳŜŀƴǎ ǘƻ ŦƛǎƘΣ ŀƴŘ aŀǘŀƴƎƛ ǿŀǎ ŀ /ƘƛŜŦ ǿƘƻ 

ƭƛǾŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƳȅǎǘƛŎ Ǉŀǎǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ aǁƘŀƪŀ 5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ ƻŦ 

the East Coast. The name also refers to Matangi 

capturing and slaying a Taniwha in the area upon 

his settlement. Himatangi was also famous for the 

abundance of eel and birds available from the 

wetlands and dune lakes in the area. The mouth of 

ǘƘŜ wŀƴƎƛǘơƪŜƛ wƛǾŜǊ ōŜƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǎǘǊŀǘŜƎƛŎ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴŎŜ 

ǘƻ wŀƴƎƛǘņƴŜ ƻ aŀƴŀǿŀǘǹ ŀǎ ƛǘ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘ ŀƴ 

ŜƴǘǊŀƴŎŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ wŀƴƎƛǘơƪŜƛ ŀƴŘ /ŜƴǘǊŀƭ bƻǊǘƘ 

LǎƭŀƴŘΦ ¢ƘŜ ƴŀƳŜ ά¢ŀƴƎƛƳƻŀƴŀέ ǿŀǎ ŀƭƭƻŎŀǘŜŘ ǘƻ ŀ 

small coastal area. Traditionally the dune area 

around the town was referred to as Te Ruahine. 

The most recognised area or settlement (nearest 

ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ Řŀȅ ǘƻǿƴǎƘƛǇύ ǿŀǎ ¢ņǿƘƛǊƛƘƻŜΦ  

¢ņǿƘƛǊƛƘƻŜ ǿŀǎ ƻǊƛƎƛƴŀƭƭȅ ŀ Ǉņ site, then a mahinga 

kai and cultivation, and finally the flat now known 

ŀǎ {ŎƻǘǘΩǎ CŜǊǊȅ ŀƴŘ ¢ŀƴƎƛƳƻŀƴŀΦ 

The culturally significant feature of this coastline 

was the shellfish that were found in areas where 

the freshwater met the ocean and the wetland 

areas and small shallow dune lakes that were 

found between large dune structures. Within these 

lakes and the freshwater streams that feed them 

were a variety of native fish and eel as well as 

birds. 

wŀƴƎƛǘơƪŜƛ wƛǾŜǊ ǿŀǎ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎƛǘŜǎ ƻŦ ǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴŎŜ 

ŦƻǊ bƎņǘƛ !Ǉŀ ƭƻŎŀǘŜŘ ŀƭƻƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŎƻŀǎǘƭƛƴŜ ŀǎ ŀ 

ŦƛǎƘƛƴƎ ǎǘŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǘŀǳǊŀƴƎŀ ǿŀƪŀ ƻŦ ¢ņǿƘƛǊƛƘƻŜ 

ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ wŀƴƎƛǘơƪŜƛ IŜŀŘǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ƭŀǘǘŜǊ ŀǊŜŀ ǿŀǎ 
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noted as the place that Rangipowhatu, an early 

ŀƴŎŜǎǘƻǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ bƎņǘƛ ¢ŀǳƛǊŀ ƘŀǇǹ ƻŦ bƎņǘƛ !Ǉŀ 

(North Island), first settled. From there, his 

ŘŜǎŎŜƴŘŀƴǘǎ ƳƻǾŜŘ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ wŀƴƎƛǘơƪŜƛ ±ŀƭƭŜȅ ŀƴŘ 

populated the area. 

¢ƘŜ aŀƴŀǿŀǘǹ /ƻŀǎǘ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ŀƴ ƛƴǘŜƎǊŀƭ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ 

wŀƴƎƛǘņƴŜ ƻ aŀƴŀǿŀǘǹ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŜΣ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ŀƴŘ 

existence with those connections being unbroken 

for over seven hundred years. These connection to 

ǘƘŜ aŀƴŀǿŀǘǹ /ƻŀǎǘ ŀƴŘ Ŏƻŀǎǘŀƭ ǎŀƴŘ ŘǳƴŜ 

country have been recorded ƛƴ ǿŀƛŀǘŀΣ ƪǁǊŜǊƻ ŀƴŘ 

whakairo. The coastline or area that was 

traditionally referred to as Okatia, the spirit that 

ŎǊŜŀǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ aŀƴŀǿŀǘǹ wƛǾŜǊΣ ǊŜǎƛŘŜǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƻŀǎǘΦ 

The coastal area is abundant in archaeological 

evidence, with over 35 recorded sites. RangƛǘņƴŜ ƻ 

aŀƴŀǿŀǘǹ ŜŀǊƭƛŜǎǘ ŎƻƴƴŜŎǘƛƻƴǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ 

aŀƴŀǿŀǘǹ /ƻŀǎǘ ŀǊŜ ǊŜŎƻǊŘŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜƛǊ YǳǊŀƘŀǳǇǁ 

ancestor, firstly Kupe who navigated the coastline 

from the East Coast around Te Whanganui a Tara 

ŀƴŘ ŀƭƻƴƎ ǘƘŜ aŀƴŀǿŀǘǹ wƛǾŜǊ 9ǎǘǳŀǊȅΦ 

¢ņǿƘƛǊƛƘƻŜ {ŎƛŜƴǘƛŦƛŎ wŜǎŜǊǾŜ ƛǎ ƭƻŎŀǘŜŘ 

ƛƳƳŜŘƛŀǘŜƭȅ ǎƻǳǘƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ wŀƴƎƛǘơƪŜƛ wƛǾŜǊ ƳƻǳǘƘΦ 

The reserve and dune-lands are of historical, 

cultural, spiritual and traditional significance to 

wŀƴƎƛǘņƴŜ ƻ aŀƴŀǿŀǘǹΦ ¢ņǿƘƛǊƛƘƻŜ ǿŀǎ ŀƴ 

important site and nohonga area for people 

travelling along the coast or linking up with trails 

ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ƛƴƭŀƴŘ ǘƻ tǳƪŜǇǳƪŜ ŀƴŘ tǳƪŜǘǁǘŀǊŀΦ ¢ƘŜ 

¢ņǿƘƛǊƛƘƻŜ ŀǊŜŀ Ƙŀǎ ǘǊŀŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭƭȅ ōŜŜƴ ŀ ƭŀǳƴŎƘƛƴƎ 

ŀǊŜŀ ŦƻǊ ǿŀƪŀ ŀƴŘ wŀƴƎƛǘņƴŜ ƻ aŀƴŀǿŀǘǹ ŦƛǎƘƛƴƎ 

ǎǘŀǘƛƻƴΦ wŀƴƎƛǘņƴŜ ƻ aŀƴŀǿŀǘǹ ŀƭǎƻ ŎƻƳƳƻƴly 

ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘŜŘ ǇƛǇƛ ŀƭƻƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŎƻŀǎǘƭƛƴŜΦ ¢ƘŜ ¢ņǿƘƛǊƛƘƻŜ 

area had a number of large active dunes where 

traditionally plant and weaving resources such as 

ǇơƴƎŀƻ ǿŜǊŜ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘŜŘΦ ¢ņǿƘƛǊƛƘƻŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ 

adjacent coastline is recognised by DOC as a 

unique area for its flora, fauna and landforms. The 

ŀǊŜŀ ƛǎ ŀƭǎƻ ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛǎŜŘ ōȅ wŀƴƎƛǘņƴŜ ƻ aŀƴŀǿŀǘǹ 

for this and the natural resources utilised by the 

iwi. The area is one of the last natural coastal 

(backshore ς foredune) environments with a 

number of rare sedges and flora. This is one of the 

ƭŀǎǘ ǇƭŀŎŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘŀƴƎŜǊŜŘ ƴŀǘƛǾŜ YŀǘƛǇǁ 
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ǎǇƛŘŜǊ ƛǎ ŦƻǳƴŘΦ ¢ƘŜ YŀǘƛǇǁ spider is an important 

ŦƛƎǳǊŜ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ wŀƴƎƛǘņƴŜ ƻ aŀƴŀǿŀǘǹ ƭƻǊŜΦ hǾŜǊ 

recent years numerous archaeological sites have 

been discovered unearthing middens and 

numerous artefacts providing important insights 

into the early history and use of the area by 

RangitņƴŜ ƻ aŀƴŀǿŀǘǹΦ ¢ƘŜ ¢ņǿƘƛǊƛƘƻŜ {ŎƛŜƴǘƛŦƛŎ 

Reserve is also recognised under the Statement of 

!ǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴ ǳƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ wŀƴƎƛǘņƴŜ ƻ aŀƴŀǿŀǘǹ 

/ƭŀƛƳǎ {ŜǘǘƭŜƳŜƴǘ !Ŏǘ нлмс ŀƴŘ bƎņǘƛ !Ǉŀ όbƻǊǘƘ 

Island) Claims Settlement Act 2010. 

bƎņǘƛ wŀǳƪŀǿŀ ƪƛ ǘŜ ¢ƻƴƎŀ ǎǘŀǘŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŀǇǹ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ 

ǘƘƛǎ ƭŀƴŘǎŎŀǇŜ ŀǊŜ bƎņǘƛ wņƪŀǳΣ bƎņǘƛ ¢ǹǊŀƴƎŀ ŀƴŘ 

bƎņǘƛ ¢Ŝ !ǳΣ ǘƘŜ ƘŀǇǹ ŦƻǳƎƘǘ ǘƻ ǊŜǘŀƛƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƭŀƴŘ ŀǘ 

IơƳŀǘŀƴƎƛ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƭŀǘŜǊ ōŜŎŀƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ wŀƴƎƛǘơƪŜƛ-

aŀƴŀǿŀǘǹ .ƭƻŎƪ ǇǳǊŎƘŀǎŜΦ tơƴƎŀƻ ŀƴŘ ǎǇƛƴƛŦŜȄ ƛǎ 

important in this landscape, this area had supplied 

ǿŜŀǾŜǊǎ ǿƛǘƘ tơƴƎŀƻ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘΦ Yŀƛ 

gathering activities still take place for tuna and 

fishing in the ONL. 

wŀƴƎƛǘņƴŜ ƻ aŀƴŀǿŀǘǹ ǎǘŀǘŜ ǘƘŜ ŀǊŜŀ ǿŀǎ ǎŜǘǘƭŜŘ 

ōȅ wŀƴƎƛǘņƴŜ ƻ aŀƴŀǿŀǘǹ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŜ ƛǿƛ ǘƘǊƛǾŜŘ 

being rich in coastal and ocean resources. Of 

special significance was the mahinga kai toheroa, a 

large edible bivalve part of whose life phase is 

based around the native sand binding grass 

spinifex. The coastal area was one of the first 

ǇƭŀŎŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ aŀƴŀǿŀǘǹ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀŎǉǳƛǊŜŘ ōȅ 

9ǳǊƻǇŜŀƴ ǎŜǘǘƭŜǊǎΣ ǘƘǳǎ wŀƴƎƛǘņƴŜ ƻ aŀƴŀǿŀǘǹ 

hold less information about the details of their 

ŀƴŎŜǎǘƻǊǎΩ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎ ŀƭƻƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŎƻŀǎǘƭƛƴŜΦ 

bƎņǘƛ YŀǳǿƘŀǘŀ ƘŀǾŜ ǎǘŀǘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ ƘŀǾŜ 

historical interests in the areas associated with the 

aŀƴŀǿŀǘǹ /ƻŀǎǘƭƛƴŜ hǳǘǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ bŀǘǳǊŀƭ 

Landscape, and a particular interest at 

¢ŀƴƎƛƳƻŀƴŀΦ bƎņǘƛ YņƘƻǊƻΣ bƎņǘƛ tŀǊŜǿŀƘŀǿŀƘŀΣ 

bƎņǘƛ YŀǳǿƘŀǘŀ ǿŜǊŜ ƎƛǾŜƴ ƭŀƴŘ ŀǎ Ǉart of the 

wŀƴƎƛǘơƪŜƛκaŀƴŀǿŀǘǹ ǎŀƭŜ ŀƴŘ ǇǳǊŎƘŀǎŜΦ 

bƎņ ²ŀƛǊƛƪƛ ŀƴŘ bƎņǘƛ !Ǉŀ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ Ŏƻŀǎǘŀƭ 

zone ƛǎ ǘƘƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳōƛƴŜŘ ƘŀǇǹ ƻŦ bƎņǘƛ YŀǳŀŜ 

aǳǊƛ wŀƴƎŀ ²ƘŜƴǳŀ όbƎņǘƛ YŀǳŀŜύ ŀƴŘ bƎņǘƛ 

wŀƴƎƛǘŀǳƛǊŀ όbƎņǘƛ ¢ŀǳƛǊŀύΦ  CƻǊ Ƴŀƴȅ ƎŜƴŜǊŀǘƛƻƴǎ 
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ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǘƛƳŜ ƻŦ ŎƻƭƻƴƛǎŀǘƛƻƴΣ bƎņǘƛ YŀǳŀŜ 

ŀƴŘ bƎņǘƛ ¢ŀǳƛǊŀ ǿƘņƴŀǳ ŀƴŘ ƘŀǇǹ ǘǊŀǾŜǊǎŜŘ ǘƘƛǎ 

coastal zone, inland of which were a series of paths 

ŀƴŘ ŦƻǊǘƛŦƛŜŘ ǇņΣ ŦǊƻƳ ¢Ŝ !ǿŀƳŀǘŜΣ ƴƻǊǘƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 

wŀƴƎƛǘơƪŜƛ wƛǾŜǊΣ ǘƻ ¢Ŝ !ǿŀƘƻǳ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ wƛǾŜǊΣ ǘƻ 

Omanuka, to Pukepuke, to Te Oahura at 

YŀƛƪƻƪƻǇǳΣ ǘƻ YƻǇǳǘŀǊŀΦ  ¢ƘŜ tņ site at Kaikokopu, 

near to the coastal settlement of Himatangi beach, 

ǊŜƳŀƛƴǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƻǿƴŜǊǎƘƛǇ ƻŦ bƎņǘƛ YŀǳŀŜ ŀƴŘ bƎņǘƛ 

¢ŀǳƛǊŀ ǿƘņƴŀǳΦ  ¢Ŝ !ǿŀƘƻǳ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ƴŀƳŜ ƻŦ ŀ ƭŀǊƎŜ 

bƎņǘƛ YŀǳŀŜ ŀƴŘ bƎņǘƛ ¢ŀǳƛǊa settlement on the 

wŀƴƎƛǘơƪŜƛ wƛǾŜǊ ƭŜǎǎ ǘƘŀƴ нƪƳ ƛƴƭŀƴŘ ƻŦ 

Tangimoana.  It was here in 1849 that the 

wŀƴƎƛǘơƪŜƛ ¢ǳǊŀƪƛƴŀ ǘǊŀƴǎŀŎǘƛƻƴ ǿŀǎ ǎƛƎƴŜŘ 

ǇǊƛƳŀǊƛƭȅ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ǘƘŜ /Ǌƻǿƴ ŀƴŘ bƎņ ²ŀƛǊƛƪƛ ς 

bƎņǘƛ !Ǉŀ ŀƴŎŜǎǘƻǊǎ ƪŜŜƴ ǘƻ ŜƴŀƎŜ ǿƛǘƘ 9ǳǊƻǇŜŀƴ 

settlers as a means of advancing the interests of 

the Iwi.  This opened this part of the Country up for 

the European settlement that followed.  It was 

from Te Awahou earlier on 21 May 1840 that many 

bƎņǘƛ YŀǳŀŜ ŀƴŘ bƎņǘƛ ¢ŀǳƛǊŀ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǘǊŀǾŜƭƭŜŘ ǘƻ 

the fishing village on the coast called Tawhirihoe 

ŀƴŘ ǘƘǊŜŜ ƭŜŀŘŜǊǎΣ Yņǿŀƴŀ ¢Ŝ IŀƪŜƪŜΣ aƻƘƛ aŀƘƛ 

and Taumaru (Hamuera Te Raikokiritia) signed te 

Tiriti o Waitangi. Tawhirihoe was located on the 

ǎƻǳǘƘŜǊƴ ōŀƴƪ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ wŀƴƎƛǘơƪŜƛ wƛǾŜǊ ƳƻǳǘƘ ƴŜŀǊ 

to where Tangimoana is now.  The coastal dune 

lakes were focus areas for seasonal kai gathering.  

¢ƘŜǎŜ ƘŀǇǹ ǿŜǊŜ ŜȄǇŜǊǘǎ ŀǘ building and 

ƳŀƛƴǘŀƛƴƛƴƎ ǿŜǘ ƭŀƴŘ ŘŜŦŜƴǎƛǾŜ Ǉņ ǘƘŀǘ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘ 

protection during food gathering seaons when the 

ƘŀǇǹ ǿŜǊŜ ǎǇǊŜŀŘ ƻǳǘ ŀƴŘ ǾǳƭƴŜǊŀōƭŜΦ  ¢ƘŜǎŜ ǿŜǊŜ 

also strategic locations for retreat from more 

permanent settlements on the Rivers during times 

of danger.   

Shared/Recognised  Dunes recognised for the importance they play in 

coastal processes and high degree of perceived 

ƴŀǘǳǊŀƭƴŜǎǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ¢ņǿƘƛǊƛƘƻŜ {ŎƛŜƴǘƛŦƛŎ wŜǎŜǊǾŜΣ 

located on the coast immediately south of 

Tangimoana, contains one of the last examples of a 

dynamic dune and ephemeral wetland system, 

which once stretched along the west coast. The 

Reserve is partially planted in exotic pine 

plantation, the areas of which are excluded from 
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the ONL. The Natural Character Assessment for the 

aŀƴŀǿŀǘǹ 5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ /ƻŀǎǘŀƭ Environment did not 

recognise any areas as Outstanding Natural 

Character. However, the Landscape Assessment 

does recognise some areas as an Outstanding 

Natural Landscape. This is due to the weighting on 

Associational values in a landscape assessment 

which are absent from a natural character 

assessment. 

Summary of Key Characteristics Vital contribution to healthy functioning of coastal 

processes and erosion control with high perceived 

naturalness of the coastal landforms. High 

aesthetic values of expressiveness and naturalness 

resulting from extensive unbuilt coastal strip. Very 

high cultural associational values of spiritual well-

ōŜƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ƪŀƛǘƛŀƪƛǘŀƴƎŀ ŦƻǊ aņƻǊƛΦ {ƻƳŜ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘƛƻƴ 

is also afforded under the NZCPS and the Statutory 

Authority. 

Potential Issues Coastal foredunes and estuaries define the 

landscape and contribute to the perceived 

naturalness, aesthetic values and associational 

factors. It would assist preservation of the key 

characteristics if the following were to occur: 

ω discourage the loss of native vegetation; 

ω discourage built development; 

ω discourage earthworks; and  

ω discourage adverse effects on cultural 

values. 
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Outstanding Natural Feature 3 ς wŀƴƎƛǘơƪŜƛ wƛǾŜǊ 
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Characteristics and Values of Outstanding Natural Landscape 

Natural 
Science 

Geological/ 
Geomorphological 

Incised river valley created by erosion of river 
through the sedimentary soils, resulting in unique 
scalloped edges with exposed rock outcrops or 
mudstone bluffs. Erosion process is evident 
through the soft sedimentary layers of Plio-
Pleistocene fossiliferous sediments. This area 
contains the Concretion Terrace which is listed in 
the District Plan (Operative 2002), Appendix 1C 
όhCмύΦ ¢ƘŜ wŀƴƎƛǘơƪŜƛ wƛǾŜǊ Ƙŀǎ ŀ ƭƛƳƛǘŜŘ ŀǊŜŀ ƻŦ 
river flats. These flats are well-drained in most 
places and are a result of alluvium being deposited 
when the river has been in flood. 

Biological/Ecological Exotic vegetation and indigenous forest remnants 
on valley sides enhances ecological value and river 
quality while also creating a habitat for birdlife and 
increasing ecosystem health and mauri. Aquatic 
species present in the river include eels, koura, 
ŦǊŜǎƘǿŀǘŜǊ ƳǳǎǎŜƭǎΣ Ǉņǘƛƪƛ όōƭŀŎƪ ŦƭƻǳƴŘŜǊύΣ ơƴŀƴƎŀΣ 
and rainbow and brown trout. 

Hydrological ¢ƘŜ ǎƻǳǊŎŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ wŀƴƎƛǘơƪŜƛ wƛǾŜǊ ƛǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 
Kaimanawa Ranges, rising from springs on 
bƎņǇǳƪŜǘǳǊǳŀΦ Lǘ ƛǎ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛǾŜ ƻŦ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ bŜǿ 
½ŜŀƭŀƴŘΩǎ ƭƻƴƎŜǎǘ ǊƛǾŜǊǎ ŀǘ нпмƪƳ ƭƻƴƎΣ ƛǘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ 
third longest river in the North Island and the sixth 
largest North Island river in terms of water volume. 
Water in the river and from stream tributaries has 
significant quality and quantity values, particularly 
on uses downstream. A national water 
conservation order exists on the river as a means 
of protecting water flow, and in many respects, 
this has prevented hydro-electric development on 
the river. The flow of water changes along the 
ǊƛǾŜǊΩǎ ŎƻǳǊǎŜΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜǎ ŀǊŜŀǎ ƻŦ ǊŀǇƛŘǎ 
interspersed with deeper, quieter water. The 
wŀƴƎƛǘơƪŜƛ wƛǾŜǊ Ƙŀǎ ŀ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ƻŦ ŦƭƻƻŘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ 
represents one of the educational opportunities of 
the river, which Massey University recognised and 
who have undertaken research on the historic 
ŎƘŀƴƴŜƭ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ wŀƴƎƛǘơƪŜƛ River at Bulls by 
assessing aerial photographs between 1955 and 
2007. Flooding was traditionally celebrated by 
aņƻǊƛ ŀǎ ƛǘ ŦƻǊƳŜŘ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎ ƻŦ ǎǇǊŜŀŘƛƴƎ 
mauri from the surrounding landscape, including 
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from the mountains and forests, to nourish and 
feed the land and everything living on the land. 

Perceptual Memorability Highly memorable landscape due to the scale and 
steepness of landform incision rising from the 
watercourse - more dramatic than surrounding 
folded landforms due to the presence of significant 
escarpments and waterway which contrasts with 
the surrounding modified pastoral landscape. The 
escarpments have a high degree of memorability 
and contribute to the identity and sense of place of 
the area. 

Legibility/Expressiveness Complex landform features are very expressive of 
ǘƘŜ ŜǊƻǎƛƻƴ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǊƛǾŜǊΣ ǿƛǘƘ ΨŜƳǇǘȅΩ 
scalloped ox-bows providing historical references 
to shifts in the river. 

Transient River valley has its own microclimate. Changes in 
the location of the river bed over time, as 
ŜǾƛŘŜƴŎŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ΨŜƳǇǘȅΩ ǎŎŀƭƭƻǇǎΦ wƛǾŜǊ ƭŜǾŜƭ 
changes reflective of headwater rains. Deep gorges 
likely to have some impact on microclimatic 
conditions, such as creation of mist on colder 
mornings.  

Aesthetic High aesthetic value due to its visually striking 
steep escarpments, cliffs and scalloping. These are 
a vivid, dramatic and awe-inspiring landscape 
feature characterised by a repetition of exposed 
eroding cliffs combined with a meandering 
scalloped watercourse in the deeply incised river 
valley, which provides coherence for this stretch of 
ǘƘŜ wŀƴƎƛǘơƪŜƛ River before it transitions into the 
flatter lands south of Vinegar Hill. 

Naturalness High degree of perceived naturalness despite some 
pastoral use within the river valley. Naturalness 
significantly contributed to by the dramatic 
escarpment features, scale of their erosion and the 
ŜȄǇǊŜǎǎƛǾŜƴŜǎǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǊƛǾŜǊΩǎ ƳŜŀƴŘŜǊƛƴƎ ŎƻǳǊǎŜ 
over time as shown by the scallop shaped former 
ox-bows. Areas of farm land on the river flats have 
been included in the ONF because the river valley 
is viewed as an integrated whole between the river 
and escarpment top. The dominance of the 
geomorphology and topography is sufficiently 
strong to warrant the river corridor being read as a 
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whole despite the presence of modified land 
cover. The river provides an important wildlife 
corridor. 

Associational Historical Important travelling route since early settlement. 
Historic heritage, of particular historical 
importance are archaeological sites and high 
potential for archaeological site discovery. From 
the mid-муплǎ tņƪŜƘņ ǎŜǘǘƭŜǊǎ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀƭƭȅ ƭŜŀǎŜŘ 
ƭŀƴŘ ŦǊƻƳ bƎņǘƛ !Ǉŀ ŀǘ ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ ǇƭŀŎŜǎ ǎƻǳǘƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
wŀƴƎƛǘƛƪŜƛ wƛǾŜǊΦ wŀƴƎƛǘņƴŜ ƻ aŀƴŀǿŀǘǹ ŀƭǎƻ 
leased out large areas of land in the 1840s to 
ǎŜǘǘƭŜǊǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǾƛŎƛƴƛǘȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ wŀƴƎƛǘơƪŜƛ wƛǾŜǊΦ 
During 1897 the river experienced its most 
significant flood since European settlement. The 
flood resulted in destroyed bridges and fords 
connecting townships, including bridges at both 
Mangaweka and Vinegar Hill. Flooding was so 
ƛƴǘŜƴǎŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƭŀǊƎŜ ǘǁǘŀǊŀ ǘǊŜŜǎ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ олл ȅŜŀǊǎ 
old were swept away near Vinegar Hill. At the 
lower end of the river homesteads were washed 
away and stock drowned. In 1958 the river was 
deemed as being navigable and, as such, became 
property of the Crown via the Coal-mines Act 
Amendment Act 1903. In 1959 under the Crown it 
became a soil conservation and river control 
reserve. 

Recreation High level of recreational use, including swimming, 
rafting, jet boating, canoeing, kayaking (including 
an annual kayaking race) guided and unguided 
fishing (known for trophy rainbow and brown 
trout), walking, picnicking, and camping. Jet 
boating, rafting canoeing and kayaking on the 
wŀƴƎƛǘơƪŜƛ wƛǾŜǊ ŀǊŜ ǊŀǘŜŘ ƘƛƎƘƭȅ ŀǘ ŀ ƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ǎŎŀƭŜΦ 
There are many access points to the river from 
roads leading off SH1. Access across private land is 
also available for those who wish to walk up the 
river to view the cannonball concretions (spherical 
boulders) in the forest adjacent to the river. 

Tangata Whenua ¢ƘŜ wŀƴƎƛǘơƪŜƛ wƛǾŜǊ ƛǎ ƛŘŜƴǘƛŦƛŜŘ ŀǎ ŀ ǎǘŀǘǳǘƻǊȅ 

acknowledgment area in the following 

settlements: 

¶ bƎņǘƛ !Ǉŀ όbƻǊǘƘ LǎƭŀƴŘύ /ƭŀƛƳǎ {ŜǘǘƭŜƳŜƴǘ !Ŏǘ 

2010 
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¶ wŀƴƎƛǘņƴŜ ƻ aŀƴŀǿŀǘǳ /ƭŀƛƳǎ {ŜǘǘƭŜƳŜƴǘ !Ŏǘ 

2016 

¢ƘŜ wŀƴƎƛǘơƪŜƛ wƛǾŜǊ ƛǎ ƛŘŜƴǘƛŦƛŜŘ ŀǎ ŀƴ ŀǊŜŀ ƻŦ 

ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ bƎņǘƛ ¢ǹǿƘŀǊŜǘƻŀ /ƭŀƛƳǎ 

Settlement Act 2018.  

¢ƘŜ ƴŀƳƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ wŀƴƎƛǘơƪŜƛ wƛǾŜǊ ƻŎŎǳǊǊŜŘ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ 
the pursuit of Te Haunui a Nanaia for his wife, 
Wairaka, naming the rivers that he crossed along 
ǘƘŜ ǿŀȅΦ wŀƴƎƛǘơƪŜƛ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ƭƛǘŜǊŀƭƭȅ ǘǊŀƴǎƭŀǘŜŘ ǘƻ 
be the day of the long stride, however it refers to 
the good progress that was made by Te Haunui a 
Nanaia during his day travels before he 
ŜƴŎƻǳƴǘŜǊŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǊƛǾŜǊΦ ¢ƘŜ wŀƴƎƛǘơƪŜƛ wƛǾŜǊ ƛǎ ƻŦ 
historical, cultural, spiritual and traditional 
significance, as well as taonga to these iwi. The 
river is significant as a marker of the boundary of 
ǘƘŜ ǊƻƘŜ ƻŦ wŀƴƎƛǘņƴŜ ƻ aŀƴŀǿŀǘǹΦ ¢ƘŜ ǊƛǾŜǊ ǿŀǎ ŀ 
means of communication and was used as the 
main highway between the Central North Island 
ŀƴŘ ǎŜŀΣ ŀƴŘ ŀǎ ŀ ƳƛƎǊŀǘƛƻƴ ǊƻǳǘŜ όǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ ŦƻǊ bƎņǘƛ 
¢ǹǿƘŀǊŜǘƻŀ ŀƴŘ bƎņǘƛ wŀǳƪŀǿŀύΦ 5ǳǊƛƴg the arrival 
ƻŦ 9ǳǊƻǇŜŀƴǎΣ aņƻǊƛ ǿŜǊŜ ƴƻǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ wŀƴƎƛǘơƪŜƛ 
area for travelling up and down the river by waka 
ŀǘ Ǉņ ǎƛǘŜǎ ŀƭƻƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǿŀȅΦ 

¢ƘŜ ǳǎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ wŀƴƎƛǘơƪŜƛ wƛǾŜǊ ŀǎ ŀ ǊƻǳǘŜ ǊŜƭƛŜŘ ƻƴ 
ƭŀŎƪ ƻŦ ŎƻƴŦƭƛŎǘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǾŀǊƛƻǳǎ ƛǿƛ ŀƴŘ ƘŀǇǹ 
whose boundaries border the river. In this way the 
wŀƴƎƛǘơƪŜƛ wƛǾŜǊ ǿŀǎ ƴƻǘ ƻƴƭȅ ŀ ǇƘȅǎƛŎŀƭ ƭƛƴƪ 
between tangata whenua but also a central 
component to the relationship link between the 
ǇŜƻǇƭŜΦ ¢ƘŜ  wŀƴƎƛǘơƪŜƛ wƛǾŜǊ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘΩǎ 
waterways were a vital means of gaining access to 
settlement, cultivation and mahinga kai sites. The 
soil was fertile, and transport to mahinga kai was 
significantly aided by river access, making rapid 
ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ Ǉņ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜΣ ŀƴŘ ƘŜƴŎŜ ƛǘ 
was an essential means of trade. During the 
migration of foreign iwi the river provided an easy 
method to gather and mobilise warriors from 
ǎǳǊǊƻǳƴŘƛƴƎ ŀǊŜŀǎΦ ¢ƘŜ wŀƴƎƛǘơƪŜƛ wƛǾŜǊΣ ǿƛth its 
ǎƘŜŜǊ ŎƭƛŦŦǎΣ ǿŀǎ ƛŘŜŀƭƭȅ ǎǳƛǘŜŘ ŦƻǊ ǘǊŀŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭ ƪņƛƴƎŀ 
όǎŜǘǘƭŜƳŜƴǘǎύ ŀƴŘ ŜƭŜǾŀǘŜŘ ŦƻǊǘƛŦƛŜŘ ŘŜŦŜƴǎƛǾŜ Ǉņ 
site. 

CƻǊ bƎņǘƛ !Ǉŀ όbƻǊǘƘ LǎƭŀƴŘύΣ ǘƘŜ wŀƴƎƛǘơƪŜƛ wƛǾŜǊ 
ǿŀǎ ƻŎŎǳǇƛŜŘ ōȅ ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ ƘŀǇǹΦ ¢ƘŜ ƳƻǳǘƘ ŦƻǊƳŜŘ 
ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŘƻƳŀƛƴ ƻŦ bƎņǘƛ YŀǳŀŜ ŀƴŘ bƎņǘƛ 
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¢ŀǳƛǊŀΦ LƴƭŀƴŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜǎŜ ƘŀǇǹ ǿŜǊŜ ŀ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƻŦ 
ƘŀǇǹ ǿƘƻ ŘŜǎŎŜƴŘŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ¢ǳŀǊƛƪƛΣ ǿƘƻ ƘŀŘ ŀ 
famous mokai (pet) named Tutaeporoporo. These 
ƘŀǇǹ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ bƎņǘƛ ¢ǳǇǳŀΣ bƎņǘƛ ¢ǳǇŀǘŀǳŀΣ bƎņǘƛ 
Lƪŀκ¢ǳƳƻŜǘŜǊŜΣ ŀƴŘ bƎņǘƛ ¢ŀƳŀǘŜŀΦ aŀƴȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
¢ǳŀǊƛƪƛ ƘŀǇǹ ǿŜǊŜ ǎǘǊƻƴƎƭȅ interconnected with 
ƻǘƘŜǊ ƘŀǇǹ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ²ƘŀƴƎŀŜƘǳ ŀƴŘ ¢ǳǊŀƪƛƴŀ ŀǊŜŀǎΦ 
bƎņǘƛ ¢ǳǇǳŀ ŀƴŘ bƎņǘƛ ¢ǹǇŀǘŀǳŀ ƻŎŎǳǇƛŜŘ ǘƘŜ 
ŎŜƴǘǊŀƭ ǊŜŀŎƘŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ wŀƴƎƛǘơƪŜƛ ƻƴ ŀ ǇŜǊƳŀƴŜƴǘ 
ōŀǎƛǎ ōǳǘ Ƴŀƴȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ ƘŀǇǹ ƻƴƭȅ ǿŜƴǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 
ǳǇǇŜǊ ŀǊŜŀǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ wŀƴƎƛǘơƪŜƛ ŦƻǊ ǊŜŦǳƎŜ ŦǊƻm war 
parties and to snare birds, hunt pigs and catch eels. 
Lƴ муплΣ bƎņǘƛ !Ǉŀ ǎƛƎƴŜŘ ǘƘŜ ¢ǊŜŀǘȅ ƻŦ ²ŀƛǘŀƴƎƛ ŀǘ 
¢ņǿƘƛǊƛƘƻŜ ǇņΣ ŀ bƎņǘƛ !Ǉŀ ƪņƛƴƎŀ ƴŜŀǊ ǘƘŜ ƳƻǳǘƘ 
ƻŦ ǘƘŜ wŀƴƎƛǘơƪŜƛ wƛǾŜǊΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŜŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŦƛǊǎǘ 
major engagement with the Crown. 

bƎņǘƛ wŀǳƪŀǿŀ ŀƭǎƻ ƘŀǾŜ ŀƴ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 
wŀƴƎƛǘơƪŜƛ wƛǾŜǊ ƴƻǊǘƘ ƻŦ bƎņǘƛ !ǇŀΩǎ ǎǇŜŎƛŦƛŎ ŀǊŜŀǎ 
of interest and they came to settle in the 
aŀƴŀǿŀǘǹ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ ōȅ ǘǊŀǾŜƭƭƛƴƎ Řƻǿƴ ǘƘŜ 
wŀƴƎƛǘơƪŜƛ wƛǾŜǊ ǾŀƭƭŜȅ ǎƻƳŜǘƛƳŜ ǇǊƛƻǊ ǘƻ муплΦ ¢ƘŜ 
entire river has huge cultural significance to 
Raukawa, having provided a means of transport 
and living environment for hundreds of years. 
Raukawa recognise the status of the river as an 
integrated system in that Raukawa are inextricable 
from the river system. 

CƻǊ bƎņǘƛ Iŀǳƛǘƛ ǘƘŜ wŀƴƎƛǘơƪŜƛ wƛǾŜǊ ƛǎ ŘŜŦƛƴŜŘ ŀǎ 
the heart of their lands, providing both physical 
and spiritual sustenance for generations. 

wŀƴƎƛǘņƴŜ ƻ aŀƴŀǿŀǘǹ ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛǎŜ bƎņǘƛ ¢ŀǳƛǊŀ ŀǎ ŀ 
ǎƘŀǊŜŘ ƘŀǇǳ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ wŀƴƎƛǘņƴŜ ƻ aŀƴŀǿŀǘǹ ŀƴŘ 
bƎņǘƛ !ǇŀΦ  

bƎņǘƛ YŀǳǿƘŀǘŀ ƘŀǾŜ ǎǘŀǘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ ƘŀǾŜ ƴƻ 
ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ǘƘƛǎ wƛǾŜǊ ǿŀǎ ǿƘŜǊŜ bƎņǘƛ 
Kauwhata arrived from in their tribal migration. 
They headed inland on the Rangataua Stream near 
YņƪņǊƛƪƛ .ǊƛŘƎŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ wŀƴƎƛǘơƪŜƛ wƛǾŜǊΦ 

bƎņǘƛ ¢ǹǿƘŀǊŜǘƻŀ ŀƴŘ bƎņǘƛ ²ŀŜǿŀŜ ƘŀǾŜ 

identified a number of key cultural interests 

ǊŜƭŀǘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ wŀƴƎƛǘơƪŜƛ wƛǾŜǊ ŎŀǘŎƘƳŜƴǘΦ ¢ƘŜȅ 

have referenced the statutory acknowledgement 

ŀǎ ǎŜǘ ƻǳǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ bƎņǘƛ ¢ǹǿƘŀǊŜǘƻŀ /ƭŀƛƳǎ 

{ŜǘǘƭŜƳŜƴǘ !Ŏǘ нлмуΦ bƎņǘƛ ¢ǹǿƘŀǊŜǘƻŀ ŀƴŘ bƎņǘƛ 

Waewae have further information that will be 
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disclosed and considered at the discretion of iwi 

themselves. Local representatives are keen to 

engage and explore any changes and/or impacts to 

the river directly. 

Shared/Recognised  ¢ƘŜ wŀƴƎƛǘơƪŜƛ wƛǾŜǊ ƛǎ ǿƛŘŜƭȅ ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛǎŜŘ ōȅ ƭƻŎŀƭ 
people and forms a key part of the identity of the 
ŎŜƴǘǊŀƭ aŀƴŀǿŀǘǹ wŜƎƛƻƴΦ ²ƛŘŜƭȅ recognised for 
its boating and fishing opportunities. Iconic feature 
of the area which is widely written about, 
photographed, filmed and described. The white 
Papa cliffs contribute to the genius loci of the 
district. 

The area defined in the One Plan Schedule G as 
wŀƴƎƛǘơƪŜƛ wƛǾŜǊ ŀƴŘ ǊƛǾŜǊ ǾŀƭƭŜȅ ǳǇǎǘǊŜŀƳ ƻŦ 
tǹǘǁǊƛƴƻ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ǊŜŦƛƴŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ŀǎǎŜǎǎƳŜƴǘ ŦƻǊ 
the District Plan. This refinement has been done in 
accordance with One Plan Policy 6-7 which states: 
Territorial Authorities must take into account but 
not be limited to the criteria in Table 6.1 when: 
considering adding to, deleting from, or otherwise 
altering, redefining or modifying the list of 
outstanding natural features or landscapes listed in 
Table G.1 of Schedule G.  

¢ƘŜ ǊŜŦƛƴŜƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ wŀƴƎƛǘơƪŜƛ wƛǾŜǊ hbC[ ŦǊƻƳ 
that described in the One Plan (Mangarere Bridge 
ǘƻ tǹǘǁǊƛƴƻύ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ŘƻƴŜ ƛƴ ŀŎŎƻǊŘŀƴŎŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘƛǎ 
policy. When reducing the length, criteria in Table 
6.1 were considered (as they relate to the 
Assessment Criteria). The lower portion of this 
section did not have sufficient 
expressiveness/legibility or gorge-like containment 
in comparison to the character of the upper 
section of river (such as Vinegar Hill) to warrant its 
inclusion within the ONL.  

Summary of Key Characteristics High degree of perceived naturalness derived from 
the expressiveness of the formative processes of 
ǘƘŜ wŀƴƎƛǘơƪŜƛ wƛǾŜǊ ŎƻǳǊǎŜ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŎƻƴǘǊŀǎǘǎ ǿƛǘƘ 
the surrounding terrace landform. The dynamic 
qualities demonstrated by the legibility of the 
scallop features (formerly river bed), the dramatic 
appearance of the enclosing curved escarpments, 
the dominance of the river corridor, the 
prominence, visibility and beauty of the white, 
sheer, papa (mudstone) cliffs, and the unbuilt 
simplicity of the cliff edges and escarpment tops 
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result in a highly memorable landscape feature. 
Areas of indigenous riparian vegetation contribute 
to the ecological and water quality values. Existing 
areas of grazing and productive land uses allow for 
visibility of the landform. A Transpower high 
voltage transmission line Powerco pole lines cross 
this ONF. 

Potential Issues Earthworks and/or quarrying that may affect the 
integrity of the mudstone cliffs and scallops 
(including roading across the escarpments). 
Further degradation of native riparian vegetation 
which may lead to sedimentation of the river and 
destruction of wildlife habitat. Activities, including 
pine plantations, on the escarpments or terraces 
which may screen the geological features. It would 
assist protection of the key characteristics if the 
following were to occur: 

ω discourage the loss of native vegetation 
ω discourage the establishment of exotic 

vegetation;  
ω discourage earthworks;  
ω discourage adverse effects on cultural values; 

and 
ω restrict built development. 
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Outstanding Natural Feature 4 - Mangamako Gorge  
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Characteristics and Values of Outstanding Natural Landscape 

Natural 

Science 

Geological/ 

Geomorphological 

Representative of deeply incised valleys which 

characterise the area and are unique to the 

surrounds. The gorge is expressive of the erosion 

process of the stream through the sedimentary 

soils, resulting in a meandering watercourse with 

exposed rock outcrops or white mudstone bluffs 

that contrast with the surrounding pastoral 

landscape 

Biological/Ecological Indigenous forest remnants on valley sides, which 

enhances ecological value and water quality, 

increasing ecosystem health and mauri, while also 

creating a habitat for indigenous and exotic 

birdlife. Mangamako Gorge is listed in the District 

Plan (Operative 2002), Appendix 1B (SA41). The 

Horizons Regional Council recommends the 

Mangamako Stream for trout spawning value in 

ǘƘŜ aŀƴŀǿŀǘǹ-Wanganui Region, with rainbow 

trout residing in the stream. Database records 

ǇǳōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ōȅ bL²! ŀƭǎƻ ǎƘƻǿǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƪǁŀǊƻΣ ǳǇƭŀƴŘ 

bully, Crans bully, red-fin bully and shortfin eel 

have been recorded as present. 

Hydrological This gorge services a wide agricultural catchment 

area and contributes ecosystem functionality 

through erosion control and the maintenance of 

water quality and transportation of mauri before 

ǊǳƴƻŦŦ ǊŜŀŎƘŜǎ ǘƘŜ wŀƴƎƛǘơƪŜƛ wƛǾŜǊΦ 5ǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ 

summer the Mangamako Stream only flows 

intermittently. 

Perceptual Memorability This gorge services a wide agricultural catchment 

area and contributes ecosystem functionality 

through erosion control and the maintenance of 

water quality and transportation of mauri before 

ǊǳƴƻŦŦ ǊŜŀŎƘŜǎ ǘƘŜ wŀƴƎƛǘơƪŜƛ wƛǾŜǊΦ 5ǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ 

summer the Mangamako Stream only flows 

intermittently. 

Legibility/Expressiveness Complex landform features that are expressive of 

the erosion processes of the Mangamako Stream 

demonstrated by its steeply incised character and 

tall escarpments. 
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Transient Deep gorges likely to have some impact on 

microclimatic conditions, such as creation of mist 

on colder mornings. Fauna present in indigenous 

vegetation. 

Aesthetic Extensive indigenous vegetation throughout the 

valley system has a high degree of coherence and 

reinforces its vividness both as a feature and in 

contrast to the surrounding modified landscape 

which results in high aesthetic value. The 

combination of indigenous vegetation cover with 

the incised valley system has significance within 

the district through their rarity. A Powerco pole 

line crosses a southern arm of the feature with 

minimal effect. 

Naturalness High degree of perceived naturalness in the gully. 

Naturalness significantly contributed to by the 

extent of indigenous vegetation and 

ŜȄǇǊŜǎǎƛǾŜƴŜǎǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǊŜŀƳΩǎ ŜǊƻǎƛƻƴ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎΦ 

Provides an important ecological node along the 

wŀƴƎƛǘơƪŜƛ wƛǾŜǊ ǿƛƭŘƭƛŦŜ ŎƻǊǊƛŘƻǊΦ 

Associational Historical Unknown. 

Recreation Limited opportunities for the public to experience 

this feature, although fishing does occur further 

upstream in the Mangamako Stream. 

Tangata Whenua Mangamako Gorge is an area of interest under the 

ǊŜƭŜǾŀƴǘ ǎŜǘǘƭŜƳŜƴǘǎ ŦƻǊ bƎņǘƛ !Ǉŀ ŀƴŘ bƎņǘƛ 

IŀǳƛǘƛΦ wŀƴƎƛǘņƴŜ ƻ aŀƴŀǿŀǘǹ ƻƴƭȅ ƘŀǾŜ ǎǘŀǘǳǘƻǊȅ 

acknowledgement over the main stem of the 

wŀƴƎƛǘơƪŜƛ wƛǾŜǊΣ ƴƻǘ ƛǘǎ ǘǊƛōǳǘŀǊƛŜǎΣ ǎƻ aŀƴƎŀƳŀƪƻ 

Gorge is not an area of interest. Part of the area 

ǘƘŀǘ bƎņǘƛ !Ǉŀ ŀǎǎŜǊǘŜŘ Ƴŀƴŀ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ 

ŎƻƴŦƭǳŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ aŀƪƻƘƛƴŜ {ǘǊŜŀƳ ŀƴŘ wŀƴƎƛǘơƪŜƛ 

River, then south a short distance to the mouth of 

the Mangamako Stream. Additionally, in a general 

ǎŜƴǎŜΣ ¢ƛƪŀƴƎŀ aņƻǊƛ tǊƛƴŎƛǇles such as 

Kaitiakitanga (Guardianship), Wairua (Well-being) 

and Mauri (Life force) are important.  

bƎņǘƛ YŀǳǿƘŀǘŀ ƘŀǾŜ ǎǘŀǘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ ƘŀǾŜ ƴƻ 

interest in this area. 
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Shared/Recognised  aŀƴƎŀƳŀƪƻ DƻǊƎŜ ƛǎ ŀŘƧŀŎŜƴǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ wŀƴƎƛǘơƪŜƛ 

River which is widely recognised for its fishing 

opportunities. 

Summary of Key Characteristics High degree of perceived naturalness derived from 

the expressiveness of the formative processes of 

the Mangamako Stream incised landform, which 

contrasts with the surrounding agricultural land 

use, and the limited built modification. Areas of 

indigenous riparian vegetation contribute to the 

ecological and water quality values and overall 

perceptions of naturalness. An existing Powerco 

pole line crosses a southern arm of the feature. 

Potential Issues The steeply incised valley system filled with native 

vegetation defines the feature and contributes to 

the perceived naturalness, aesthetic values and 

associational factors. It would assist protection of 

the key characteristics if the following were to 

occur: 

ω discourage loss of native vegetation;  

ω discourage the establishment of exotic 

vegetation;  

ω discourage adverse effects on cultural 

values; and 

ω discourage earthworks; and restrict built 

development. 
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Outstanding Natural Feature 5 ς Titirangi  
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Characteristics and Values of Outstanding Natural Landscape 

Natural 

Science 

Geological/ 

Geomorphological 

Landform is representative of the typical 

surrounding area consisting of a folded landscape 

with numerous drainage pattern incisions evident. 

Biological/Ecological Ecosystem health and mauri is reflected in the 

large stretches of indigenous flora and fauna 

habitat, including great examples of specimen 

ǘǊŜŜǎ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ ƪŀƘƛƪŀǘŜŀΣ ǊƛƳǳΣ ƳƛǊƻΣ Ƴņǘŀƛ ŀƴŘ 

rewarewa. These specimens are rare in the area as 

much of the surrounding landscape was 

deforested during European settlement. The 

Titirangi Reserve is regarded as one of the best 

examples of lowland forest vegetation on the 

North Island. Survey research undertaken in 

February 2000 indicates a diverse range of native 

flora species in the reserve. 

Hydrological Numerous stream fingers and catchment 

contribute to the ecosystem functionality of the 

Mangawharariki River by feeding into the river and 

enabling the movement of mauri through the 

catchment. The Mangawharariki River itself is a 

ǘǊƛōǳǘŀǊȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ wŀƴƎƛǘơƪŜƛ River and is 33km long. 

Perceptual Memorability Extensive cover of indigenous vegetation 

contributes to the simplicity of the feature and is 

indicative of what the land cover would have 

looked like prior to European settlement. 

Legibility/Expressiveness Drainage valleys are expressive of the natural 

erosion processes. 

Transient Transient value related to fauna of the forest. 

Aesthetic High degree of perceived naturalness of the whole 

feature is exhibited by the expansive indigenous 

forest and gives rise to vividness and a high degree 

of coherence. 

Naturalness Extensively covered in unmodified indigenous 

vegetation with high degree of perceived 

naturalness. 

Associational Historical Unlike much of the surrounding landscape this 

extensive area of indigenous vegetation was never 

milled, the land was seen as too difficult to clear 
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when the original European settlers arrived in the 

area. This makes this an important historical 

reference to previous land cover. 

Recreation There are limited opportunities for the public to 

experience this feature. 

Tangata Whenua ¢ƛǘƛǊŀƴƎƛ ƛǎ ŀƴ ŀǊŜŀ ƻŦ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘ ŦƻǊ bƎņǘƛ IŀǳƛǘƛΦ 

!ŘŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭƭȅΣ ƛƴ ŀ ƎŜƴŜǊŀƭ ǎŜƴǎŜΣ ¢ƛƪŀƴƎŀ aņƻǊƛ 

Principles such as Kaitiakitanga (Guardianship), 

Wairua (Well-being) and Mauri (Life force) are 

important.  

bƎņǘƛ YŀǳǿƘŀǘŀ ƘŀǾŜ ǎǘŀǘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ ƘŀǾŜ ƴƻ 

interest in this area. 

Shared/Recognised  Lǘ ƛǎ ŀƭƻƴƎ ǘƘŜ aŀƴŀǿŀǘǹ {ŎŜƴƛŎ wƻǳǘŜΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ ŀƴ 

alternative to SH1 and allows travellers to discover 

stunning scenery. 

Summary of Key Characteristics High degree of perceived naturalness derived from 

the expanse of unmodified indigenous forest which 

contrasts with the surrounding agricultural land 

use. Outstanding values supported by ridgeline to 

stream ecosystem and associational values. This 

area is regarded as being one of the best examples 

of lowland forest in the North Island. The two 

parallel high voltage power lines run past the 

reserve 1km to the east. 

Potential Issues The extensive and continuous expanse of native 

vegetation defines the feature and contributes to 

the perceived naturalness, aesthetic values and 

associational factors. It would assist protection of 

the key characteristics if the following were to 

occur: 

ω discourage the loss of native vegetation;  

ω discourage the establishment of exotic 

vegetation;  

ω discourage adverse effects on cultural 

values; and 

ω discourage earthworks; and restrict built 

development. 
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Outstanding Natural Feature 6 ς Dress Circle (Including Scenic Reserve)  
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Characteristics and Values of Outstanding Natural Landscape 

Natural 

Science 

Geological/ 

Geomorphological 

Indigenous vegetation contained within and 

adjacent to an incised valley created by erosion of 

stream through the sedimentary soils which 

contrasts with the surrounding pastoral landscape. 

Erosion process is evident through the expressive 

valley formation, presenting a geological 

educational opportunity. In places the unique 

formations of soft grey papa rock, with its many 

holes, has an appearance reminiscent of swiss 

cheese. 

Biological/Ecological Indigenous forest remnants on valley sides are 

representative of the land cover that would have 

once covered this area. The remaining native 

forest enhances ecological value and water quality, 

increasing ecosystem health and mauri, while also 

creating a habitat for indigenous and exotic 

birdlife. 

Hydrological Large agricultural catchment area upstream of this 

reserve. The dense vegetation contributes to the 

ŀǊŜŀΩǎ ŜŎƻǎȅǎǘŜƳ ƘŜŀƭǘƘ ŀƭƻƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǊŜŀƳ ƳŀǊƎƛƴǎ 

by helping maintain water quality and mauri. There 

are waterfalls located by the Dress Circle 

swimming hole. The Mangawharariki River is a 

ǘǊƛōǳǘŀǊȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ wŀƴƎƛǘơƪŜƛ wƛǾŜǊ ŀƴŘ ƛǎ ооƪƳ ƭƻƴƎΦ 

Perceptual Memorability Area has a high degree of memorability due to the 

composition of natural elements, being primarily 

the distinctive incised geomorphology and the 

indigenous vegetation within the valley. This also 

spreads up onto the terrace in places, extending 

ǘƘŜ ǾŜƎŜǘŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ƛƴŦƭǳŜƴŎŜ ŀǎ ŀ ŎƻƘŜǊŜƴǘ ƭŀƴŘǎŎŀǇŜ 

feature. 

Legibility/Expressiveness Incised river valley and escarpments along with the 

indigenous vegetation contrasts with the 

surrounding simple pastoral land cover causing the 

tŀǇŀƴǳƛ όƳŜŀƴƛƴƎ άōƛƎ Ŧƭŀǘέύ wŜǎŜǊǾŜ ǘƻ ōŜ ŎƭŜŀǊƭȅ 

legible in its rural context. Incised valley clearly 

expressive of the erosive processes that have 

occurred over time and its mudstone derivation. 
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Transient Transient value related to fauna of the forest, as 

well as the changing presence of waterfalls caused 

by flood waters corroding the soft rock. 

Aesthetic Scenic quality of the incised stream valley with 

large of tracts indigenous vegetation create a 

sense of cohesion, while the visually striking 

exposed mudstone (papa) cliffs contribute to the 

vividness of the landscape. 

Naturalness High degree of naturalness resulting from the 

combination of erosion processes and extent of 

indigenous vegetation. 

Associational Historical Early settlers named the reserve as when they saw 

the surrounding cliffs it reminded them of the 

dress circle in an opera house. 

Recreation A popular swimming and picnic spot for over 100 

years. There is also a walking track and is a known 

geocache site. 

Tangata Whenua ¢ƘŜ 5ǊŜǎǎ /ƛǊŎƭŜ ƛǎ ŀƴ ŀǊŜŀ ƻŦ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘ ŦƻǊ bƎņǘƛ 

IŀǳƛǘƛΦ Lƴ ŀ ƎŜƴŜǊŀƭ ǎŜƴǎŜΣ ¢ƛƪŀƴƎŀ aņƻǊƛ tǊƛƴŎƛǇƭŜǎ 

such as Kaitiakitanga (Guardianship), Wairua (Well-

being) and Mauri (Life force) are important.  

bƎņǘƛ YŀǳǿƘŀǘŀ ǎǘŀǘŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ Lǿƛ ƘŀǾŜ ƛŘŜƴǘƛŦƛŜŘ 

historical interest in this area, noting additional 

interests that remain in close proximity. 

Shared/Recognised  Early settlers gave the area its name because when 

they saw the surrounding cliffs they were 

reminded of the dress circle in an opera house. It 

has featured in AA magazines, is mentioned on the 

New Zealand Cycle Trail website, is on the 

aŀƴŀǿŀǘǹ {ŎŜƴƛŎ wƻǳǘŜ ŀƴŘ ƛǎ ǿƛŘŜƭȅ ƪƴƻǿƴΦ 

Summary of Key Characteristics High degree of perceived naturalness derived from 

the expressiveness of the formative processes of 

the Mangawharariki River incised landform, which 

contrasts with the surrounding agricultural land 

use. Areas of indigenous riparian vegetation 

contribute to the ecological and aesthetic values. 

An existing high voltage transmission line passes 

across the Mangawharariki River 250m west of the 

Dress Circle ONF. 
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Potential Issues The steeply incised landform valley system filled 

with native vegetation defines the feature and 

contributes to the perceived naturalness, aesthetic 

values and associational factors. It would assist 

protection of the key characteristics if the 

following were to occur: 

ω discourage loss of native vegetation;  

ω discourage establishment of exotic 

vegetation;  

ω discourage adverse effects on cultural 

values;   

ω discourage earthworks; and  

ω restrict built development. 
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Outstanding Natural Feature 7 ς Mangoira and Mangahuia Stream  
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Characteristics and Values of Outstanding Natural Landscape 

Natural 

Science 

Geological/ 

Geomorphological 

Deeply incised stream valleys with steep sided 

faces and dense vegetation. Representative of the 

erosion processes of the water catchment area 

which has cut through soft marine sedimentary 

layers. 

Biological/Ecological Indigenous vegetation enhances ecological value, 

mauri and water quality. Mangahuia Stream is 

home to several unique and threatened native fish 

ǎǇŜŎƛŜǎΣ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǊŀǊŜ Ǝƛŀƴǘ ƪǁƪƻǇǳΣ ōŀƴŘŜŘ 

ƪǁƪƻǇǳΣ ƭƻƴƎŦƛƴ ŀƴŘ ǎƘƻǊǘŦƛƴ ŜŜƭǎΣ ơƴŀƴƎŀΣ ŀƴŘ 

koura. 

Vegetation is composed of mixed podocarp-

broadleaf forest and scrubland, as well as some 

sedgeland. Red beech is found along the ridges and 

represents the main type of tree species. Research 

completed as part of the 1997 Weed Survey of 

Scenic Reserves found that there is some evidence 

of browsing but there is little sign of pressure from 

pest animals, and a good covering of seedlings is 

present on the forest floor. 

Hydrological Riparian vegetation maintains water quality from 

agricultural land runoff and contributes to 

ecosystem health and movement of mauri through 

the area. 

Perceptual Memorability Contrasts to the modified pastoral landscape and is 

more dramatic than surrounding folded/flattened 

terrace landforms. 

Legibility/Expressiveness Highly legible landform features which are 

expressive of the erosion processes of the stream 

demonstrated by the steeply incised escarpment. 

Transient Low transient value, although fauna and likely 

microclimatic conditions in gullies. 

Aesthetic Extensive indigenous vegetation throughout the 

valley system has a high degree of coherence and 

reinforces its vividness both as a feature and in 

contrast to the surrounding modified landscape. 
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The combination of indigenous vegetation cover 

with the incised valley system has significance 

within the district through their rarity. 

Naturalness Whilst the area is surrounded by a largely modified 

pastoral landscape, a high degree of perceived 

naturalness within the gullies is exhibited by the 

extent of indigenous vegetation remnants and 

regeneration. 

Associational Historical Unknown. 

Recreation While there are DOC tramping tracks further east 

upstream, outside of the boundaries of the ONF, 

there are none within the ONF, limiting public 

access. Mangoira Stream has been known to be 

used for riverbed four-wheel driving. 

Tangata Whenua The streams are acknowledged as an area of 

ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘ ŦƻǊ bƎņǘƛ IŀǳƛǘƛΦ aŀƴƎŀƘǳƛŀ ƳŜŀƴǎ 

άǎǘǊŜŀƳ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƘǳƛŀΣέ ŀ ōƛǊŘ ƻƴŎŜ ŀōǳƴŘŀƴǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 

ŀǊŜŀΣ ǿƘƛƭŜ aŀƴƎƻƛǊŀ ǘǊŀƴǎƭŀǘŜǎ ǘƻ άŜǎǎŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ ŀ 

ǎƘŀǊƪέΦ Lƴ ŀ ƎŜƴŜǊŀƭ ǎŜƴǎŜΣ ¢ƛƪŀƴƎŀ aņƻǊƛ tǊƛƴŎƛǇƭŜǎ 

such as Kaitiakitanga (Guardianship), Wairua (Well-

being) and Mauri (Life force) are important.  

bƎņǘƛ YŀǳǿƘŀǘŀ ƛŘŜƴǘƛŦȅ ǘƘƛǎ ŀǊŜŀ ŀǎ ōŜƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ 

ǘƘŜ nǊƻǳŀ wƛǾŜǊ /ŀǘŎƘƳŜƴǘΣ ƻŦ ǿƘƛŎƘ bƎņǘƛ 

Kauwhata has interest. 

Shared/Recognised  Unknown. 

Summary of Key Characteristics High degree of perceived naturalness derived from 

the expressiveness of the formative processes of 

the two incised stream corridors which contrasts 

with the surrounding terrace landform and 

agricultural land use. Areas of indigenous gully 

vegetation contribute to the ecological, aesthetic 

and water quality values. 

Potential Issues The incised valley systems filled with native 

vegetation define the feature and contribute to 

the perceived naturalness, aesthetic values and 

associational factors. It would assist protection of 
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the key characteristics if the following was to 

occur: 

discourage the loss of native vegetation;  

discourage the establishment of exotic vegetation;  

discourage adverse effects on cultural values;  

discourage earthworks; and  

restrict built development. 
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Outstanding Natural Feature 8 ς Makiekie and Limestone Creeks  
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Characteristics and Values of Outstanding Natural Landscape 

Natural 

Science 

Geological/ 

Geomorphological 

Erosion process of the stream is evident through 

the creation of steeply incised stream valleys, 

which are representative of this feature type 

characteristic of the local area. Relatively small 

scale when compared to other river valleys within 

the District which makes them an unusual and 

unique feature. Strong contrast to the terrace form 

of the surrounding agricultural land use. This area 

contains the Glow Worm Caves which are listed in 

the District Plan (Operative 2002), Appendix 1C 

(OF2). 

Biological/Ecological Indigenous forest remnants in Makiekie Reserve 

and on the valley sides, which enhances ecological 

value, increasing ecosystem health and mauri, 

while also creating a habitat for indigenous and 

exotic birdlife. The forest includes an interesting 

mix of conifer and broad-leaf species, as well as 

beech forest. In the Makiekie Scenic Reserve large 

ǊƛƳǳ ŀƴŘ ǘǁǘŀǊŀ ŀǊŜ ǇƭŜƴǘƛŦǳƭΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ŀƭǎƻ 

mature red beech trees up to 35m tall in some 

places, as well as younger, regenerated stands that 

have come up following wind damage. Horizons 

Regional Council recommends Makiekie Creek for 

ǘǊƻǳǘ ŦƛǎƘŜǊȅ ǾŀƭǳŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ aŀƴŀǿŀǘǹ-Wanganui 

Region. Makiekie Creek was also included in a 

published research article by Michael K. Joy and 

Russell G. Death who undertook a biological 

ŀǎǎŜǎǎƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǊƛǾŜǊǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ aŀƴŀǿŀǘǹ-Wanganui 

region investing macroinvertebrates. 

Hydrological This ecological system has a catchment which 

includes the Ruahine Ranges as well as a wide 

agricultural area and this contributes to the 

maintenance of water quality and mauri before 

ǊŜŀŎƘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ tǁƘŀƴƎƛƴŀ wƛǾŜǊ ǘƘŜƴ aŀƴŀǿŀǘǹ 

River. 

Perceptual Memorability Memorable due to the contrast between the 

vegetated hillsides and incised gullies, and the 

surrounding agricultural land use and terrace 

landform. 
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Legibility/Expressiveness Expressive of the formative geomorphological 

processes.  

Transient Stream level changes reflective of headwater rains. 

Deep gorges likely to have some impact on 

microclimatic conditions, such as creation of mist 

on colder mornings. Transient value related to 

fauna of the forest. 

Aesthetic Extensive indigenous vegetation throughout the 

valley system has a high degree of coherence and 

reinforces its vividness both as a feature and in 

contrast to the surrounding modified landscape 

which results in a high scenic quality. The 

combination of indigenous vegetation cover with 

the incised valley system has significance within 

the District through their rarity and is an excellent 

example of indigenous lowland forest. 

Naturalness High degree of perceived naturalness exhibited by 

the formative process and indigenous vegetation 

cover. 

Associational Historical Unknown. 

Recreation Forms part of a tramping route, Deerford Track to 

Makiekie Creek which is used for both walking and 

hunting. 

Tangata Whenua The Makiekie and Limestone Creeks are an area of 

ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘ ǘƻ wŀƴƎƛǘņƴŜ ƻ aŀƴŀǿŀǘǹΣ ŀƴŘ bƎņǘƛ 

IŀǳƛǘƛΦ bƎņǘƛ YŀƘǳƴƎǳƴǳ ŀǊŜ ŀƭǎƻ ŀŎƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜŘ ƛƴ 

relation to the area under the relevant settlements 

ŀƴŘ nǊƻǳŀ 5ŜŎƭŀǊŀǘƛƻƴΦ aŀƪƛŜƪƛŜ /ǊŜŜƪ ǿŀǎ ŀƭǎƻ ŀ 

source of vivianite, a mineral that was used as a 

blue pigment for the face painting of warriors for 

ōŀǘǘƭŜΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ƻƴƭȅ ǎƻǳǊŎŜ ŦƻǊ wŀƴƎƛǘņƴŜ ƻ 

aŀƴŀǿŀǘǹ ŀƴŘ ǎƻ ǿŀǎ ƻŦ ƳƛƭƛǘŀǊȅ ǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴŎŜΦ Lƴ ŀ 

ƎŜƴŜǊŀƭ ǎŜƴǎŜΣ ¢ƛƪŀƴƎŀ aņƻǊƛ tǊƛƴŎƛǇƭŜǎ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ 

Kaitiakitanga (Guardianship), Wairua (Well-being) 

and Mauri (Life force) are important.  

bƎņǘƛ YŀǳǿƘŀǘŀ Ƙŀǎ ǎǘŀǘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ŀǎ ŀƴ ŀǊŜŀ ƻŦ ǿƘƛŎƘ 

bƎņǘƛ YŀǳǿƘŀǘŀ Ƙŀǎ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘ 

Shared/Recognised  Sixtus Lodge located just east of ONF, is used by 

school groups who often use the local tracks for 

outdoor recreation. While Glow Worm caves 
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located under Limestone Road are at the eastern 

edge of ONF. Includes the Makiekie Scenic 

Reserve, recognised for its ecological and scenic 

ǾŀƭǳŜǎΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ ŀƭǎƻ ƭƻŎŀǘŜŘ ŀƭƻƴƎ ǘƘŜ aŀƴŀǿŀǘǹ 

Scenic Route. Recognised on the AA Traveller 

website. 

Summary of Key Characteristics High degree of perceived naturalness derived from 

the expressiveness of the formative processes and 

extent of indigenous vegetation which contrasts 

with the surrounding terrace landform and 

agricultural land use. Areas of indigenous riparian 

vegetation contribute to the ecological and water 

quality values. 

Potential Issues The incised valley system with native vegetation 

defines the feature and contributes to the 

perceived naturalness, aesthetic values and 

associational factors. It would assist protection of 

the key characteristics if the following were to 

occur: 

discourage the loss of native vegetation;  

discourage the establishment of exotic vegetation;  

discourage adverse effects on cultural values;  

discourage earthworks; and  

restrict built development. 
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Outstanding Natural Feature 9 ς ¦ǇǇŜǊ tǁƘŀƴƎƛƴŀ wƛǾŜǊ  
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Characteristics and Values of Outstanding Natural Landscape 

Natural 

Science 

Geological/ 

Geomorphological 

Erosion process of the river is evident through the 

creation of a river valley and terrace. 

Biological/Ecological Large stretch of indigenous flora and fauna habitat 

representative of what would have once been 

ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ tǁƘŀƴƎƛƴŀ ±ŀƭƭŜȅ ŀƴŘ ǊŜŦƭŜŎǘƛǾŜ ƻŦ 

ǘƘŜ ŀǊŜŀΩǎ ƳŀǳǊƛΦ ±ŜƎŜǘŀǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ ŘƻƳƛƴŀǘŜŘ ōȅ 

ƪŀƘƛƪŀǘŜŀ ŦƻǊŜǎǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǿŜǘǘŜǊ ŀǊŜŀǎ ŀƴŘ ǘǁǘŀǊŀ 

forest in the drier areas. In parts these kahikatea 

are mature and large in size, with kahikatea of this 

ǎƛȊŜ ōŜƛƴƎ ǊŀǊŜΦ ¢ƘŜ tǁƘŀƴƎƛƴŀ wƛǾŜǊ ƛǎ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŜŘ 

to have a valuable trout fishery resource as well as 

a number of native fish species including bullies, 

ƪǁƪƻǇǳΣ ōǊƻǿƴ ƳǳŘŦƛǎƘ ŀƴŘ ŜŜƭǎΦ tǁƘŀƴƎƛƴŀ River 

provides educational opportunities, including the 

study of macroinvertebrate and physiochemical 

river composition studies (such an investigation by 

students at Piripiri was led by freshwater ecology 

scientist Dr Alex James through the PTC Trust). 

Hydrological Indigenous forest cover protects water quality, 

enhancing ecosystem health and mauri of the 

ǿŀǘŜǊΦ ¢ƘŜ tǁƘŀƴƎƛƴŀ wƛǾŜǊ ƛǎ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 

aŀƴŀǿŀǘǹ wƛǾŜǊΩǎ Ƴŀƛƴ ǘǊƛōǳǘŀǊƛŜǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ǊƛǾŜǊ 

originates in the western foothills of the Ruahine 

Range and flows close to the range until it merges 

ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ aŀƴŀǿŀǘǹ wƛǾŜǊ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǿŜǎǘŜǊƴ ŜƴŘ ƻŦ ¢Ŝ 

'ǇƛǘƛΦ 

Perceptual Memorability Area has high memorability as a large stand of 

dense indigenous vegetation adjacent to the 

ōǊŀƛŘŜŘ tǁƘŀƴƎƛƴŀ wƛǾŜǊΦ .ƻƭŘ ŦƻǊƳ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 

Podocarp trees rising up out of the native bush is 

striking. 

Legibility/Expressiveness The extent of indigenous vegetation is sufficient to 

be clearly legible as a remnant forest area typical 

of that which would have once been predominant 

ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ tǁƘŀƴƎƛƴŀ ±ŀƭƭŜȅΦ 

Transient Fluctuations in river level and some flooding is 

likely. Transient values related to fauna of the 

ŦƻǊŜǎǘΦ tǁƘŀƴƎƛƴŀ ±ŀƭƭŜȅ ǘŜƴŘǎ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ŀ ƭƻǘ ƻŦ ŎƭƻǳŘ 

and has its own microclimate, being close to the 
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foothills of the Ruahine Range, thus, the very 

climate itself gives a separate identity to the area. 

Aesthetic High aesthetic appeal due to the extent of 

unmodified indigenous vegetation along the 

margin of the river which provides a high sense of 

coherence and reinforces its vividness both as a 

feature and in contrast to the surrounding 

modified landscape which results in a high scenic 

quality. 

Naturalness High degree of perceived naturalness within the 

defined ONF exhibited by the vegetation cover 

ǿƘƛŎƘ ǘȅǇƛŎŀƭƭȅ ŜȄǘŜƴŘǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǊƛǾŜǊΩǎ ŜŘƎŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 

top of the first river escarpment. 

Associational Historical Surrounding area was cleared for farming and 

timber, meaning this area has value in being a 

remnant of what vegetation once covered the 

region. 

Recreation Public walking tracks and camping grounds 

contained within the reserve. Within the ONF 

ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ 5h/ tǁƘŀƴƎƛƴŀ .ŀǎŜ ŀƴŘ tƛǊƛǇƛǊƛ 

campsites. There is good trout fishing and hunting 

upstream of the Piripiri campsite. A scenic four-

wheel drive opportunity is also available on the 

nearby Takapari Road. At the southern end of the 

hbC ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ 5h/ ΨYŀƘƛƪŀǘŜŀ ²ŀƭƪΩ ǿƘƛŎƘ 

provides an easy walking opportunity, that is 

suitable for both young and old, to experience the 

broad-leaf forest. 

Tangata Whenua ¦ƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ {ŜǘǘƭŜƳŜƴǘ !ŎǘΣ ǘƘŜ ¦ǇǇŜǊ tǁƘŀƴƎƛƴŀ 

wƛǾŜǊ ƛǎ ŀƴ ŀǊŜŀ ƻŦ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘ ŦƻǊ wŀƴƎƛǘņƴŜ ƻ 

aŀƴŀǿŀǘǹΦ bƎņǘƛ YŀƘǳƴƎǳƴǳ ŀǊŜ ŀƭǎƻ 

acknowledged under the relevant Settlement Act 

ŀƴŘ nǊƻǳŀ 5ŜŎƭŀǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŀǊŜŀΦ 

5ǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ мфǘƘ ŎŜƴǘǳǊȅ aņƻǊƛ ƻŎŎǳǇŀtion sites 

ŀƭƻƴƎ ǘƘŜ tǁƘŀƴƎƛƴŀ wƛǾŜǊ ǿŜǊŜ ŦǊŜǉǳŜƴǘΦ ¢ƘŜ ǊƛǾŜǊ 

provided plentiful supplies of food sources 

(particularly eels) as well as easily navigable routes. 

Dense surrounding forest also supplied quantities 

ƻŦ ōƛǊŘǎ ŀƴŘ ōŜǊǊƛŜǎΦ wŀƴƎƛǘņƴŜ ƻ aŀƴŀǿŀǘǹ 

tǊŀŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭƭȅ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘŜŘ ƘơƴŀǳΣ Ǌņǘņ ŀƴŘ ƘŜōŜ ōŜǊǊƛŜǎ 

for food resources, along with other selected 

ƴŀǘƛǾŜ ǘǊŜŜǎΦ ¢ƘŜ tǁƘŀƴƎƛƴŀ wƛǾŜǊ ƛǎ ƻŦ ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎŀƭΣ 
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cultural, spiritual and traditional significance to 

wŀƴƎƛǘņƴŜ ƻ aŀƴŀǿŀǘǹΦ ¢ƘǊƻǳƎƘ wŀƴƎƛǘņƴŜ ƻ 

aŀƴŀǿŀǘǹ ǘǊŀŘƛǘƛƻƴǎ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ ǿŀƛŀǘŀΣ ƪǁǊŜǊƻ ŀƴŘ 

ǿƘŀƪŀƛǊƻΣ ŀ ōŀǘǘƭŜ ƻŎŎǳǊǊŜŘ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ wŀƴƎƛǘņƴŜ ƻ 

aŀƴŀǿŀǘǹ ŀƴŘ ŀ ƴŜƛƎƘōƻǳǊƛƴƎ ƛǿƛ ǿƘƻ ŎǊƻǎǎŜŘ ǘƘŜ 

Ruahine Range via TŜ !Ƙǳ ŀ ¢ǹǊŀƴƎŀ ŀƴŘ ŜƴǘŜǊŜŘ 

ǘƘŜ tǁƘŀƴƎƛƴŀ ±ŀƭƭŜȅΦ ¢ƘŜ ōŀǘǘƭŜ ǿŀǎ ƪƴƻǿƴ ŀǎ ά¢Ŝ 

²ŀƛ ²ƘŀƪŀǘņƴŜ ƻ bƎņǘƛ YŀƘǳƴƎǳƴǳΣέ ǿƘƛŎƘ 

ǘǊŀƴǎƭŀǘŜǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ōŀǘǘƭŜ ǘƛǘƭŜ άǘƘŜ ǿŀǘŜǊ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŜ 

ōƭƻƻŘ ƻŦ bƎņǘƛ YŀƘǳƴƎǳƴǳ ǿŀǎ ƳŀŘŜ ǘƻ ŦƭƻǿέΦ ¢ƘŜ 

ŀǊŜŀ ŀƴŘ ǊƛǾŜǊ ƳŜŀƴ ΨǳƭŎŜǊŀǘŜŘ ƴƛƎƘǘΩΣ ΨtǁΩ ƳŜŀƴƛƴƎ 

ƴƛƎƘǘ ŀƴŘ ΨƘŀƴƎŀΩ ƳŜŀƴƛƴƎ ǳƭŎŜǊŀǘŜŘΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ǎǳƎƎŜǎǘǎ 

that the valley had been a place where bloodshed 

ƘŀŘ ƻŎŎǳǊǊŜŘ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ wŀƴƎƛǘņƴŜ ƻ aŀƴŀǿŀǘǹ ŀƴŘ 

their enemies. Thus, this was a place of darkness 

and there was a degree of fear attached to the 

area because of bloodshed. The second level of 

meaning was the very ulcerated or dissected 

nature of the landscape itself, lots of little streams 

with valleys cutting down in to the area.  

bƎņǘƛ YŀǳǿƘŀǘŀ ƘŀǾŜ ǎǘŀǘŜŘ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎ ŀƴ ŀǊŜŀ ƻŦ 

ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘ ŦƻǊ bƎņǘƛ YŀǳǿƘŀǘŀΦ 

Shared/Recognised  ¢ƘŜ ǊƛǾŜǊ Ǌǳƴǎ ŀƭƻƴƎ ǘƘŜ aŀƴŀǿŀǘǹ {ŎŜƴƛŎ wƻǳǘŜΣ 

which is an alternative to SH1 and allows travellers 

to discover stunning scenery. 

Summary of Key Characteristics Landform with an extensive indigenous forest from 

the valley floor to the top of the river terrace. 

Composition of the vegetated escarpments 

adjacent to the watercourse hold high levels of 

perceived naturalness, which contrasts with the 

ǎǳǊǊƻǳƴŘƛƴƎ ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘƛǾŜ ŦŀǊƳƭŀƴŘΦ tǁƘŀƴƎƛƴŀ 

Valley East Road passes through the area, as does 

have a pole transmission line. 

Potential Issues The extent of native vegetation and enclosure 

within the valley defines the feature and 

contributes to the perceived naturalness, aesthetic 

values and associational factors. It would assist 

protection of the key characteristics if the 

following were to occur: 

ω discourage the loss of native vegetation;  
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ω discourage the establishment of exotic 

vegetation;  

ω discourage adverse effects on cultural 

values;  

ω discourage earthworks; and 

ω restrict built development. 
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Outstanding Natural Feature 10 ς ¢ǁǘŀǊŀ wŜǎŜǊǾŜ  
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Characteristics and Values of Outstanding Natural Landscape 

Natural 

Science 

Geological/ 

Geomorphological 

Erosion process of the river is evident through the 

creation of a river valley and terrace which scours 

the adjacent cliffs. The cliffs adjacent to the 

tǁƘŀƴƎƛƴŀ wƛǾŜǊ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ¢ǁǘŀǊŀ wŜǎŜǊǾŜ ŀǊŜ ƳŀŘŜ ƻŦ 

ancient, weakly consolidated, weathered river 

gravels with sparse consolidated silt (Turitea 

Formation, about a million years old). 

Biological/Ecological Large stretch of indigenous flora and fauna habitat 

representative of what would have once been 

ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ tǁƘŀƴƎƛƴŀ ±ŀƭƭŜȅΦ ¢ƘŜ ǊŜǎŜǊǾŜ ƛǎ ŀ 

much-prized area of bush with podocarp forest 

covering hills and valleys and is a rare remnant of 

lowland foreǎǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ aŀƴŀǿŀǘǹ 5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘΣ ǊŜŦƭŜŎǘƛƴƎ 

the mauri of this area. It is a healthy ecosystem 

and is considered the finest forest remnant in the 

aŀƴŀǿŀǘǹ 9ŎƻƭƻƎƛŎŀƭ 5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ όaŀƴŀǿŀǘǹ tƭŀƛƴǎ 

Ecological District ς PNA Report ς June 1995). It is a 

valuable ecosystem habitat for many indigenous 

species of plant of bird species. Predominant trees 

ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ ǘǁǘŀǊŀΣ ƳņǘŀƛΣ ǊƛƳǳ ŀƴŘ ƪŀƘƛƪŀǘŜŀΦ 

Specifically, vegetation is dominated by kahikatea 

ŦƻǊŜǎǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǿŜǘǘŜǊ ŀǊŜŀǎ ŀƴŘ ǘǁǘŀǊŀ ŦƻǊŜǎǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 

drier areas. There are also some black beech trees 

and tree ferns.  

Native birds in the reserve include tui, fantail, 

ǿŀȄŜȅŜΣ ƳƻǊŜǇƻǊƪΣ ōŜƭƭōƛǊŘΣ ƪƛƴƎŦƛǎƘŜǊΣ ŀƴŘ ƪŜǊŜǊǹΦ 

¢ƘŜ tǁƘŀƴƎƛƴŀ wƛǾŜǊ ƛǎ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŜŘ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ 

valuable trout fishery resource as well as a number 

ƻŦ ƴŀǘƛǾŜ ŦƛǎƘ ǎǇŜŎƛŜǎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ōǳƭƭƛŜǎΣ ƪǁƪƻǇǳΣ 

brown mudfish and eels. The diverse ecology of 

the area provides an educational opportunity for 

nature studies. 

Hydrological tǁƘŀƴƎƛƴŀ wƛǾŜǊ Ŧƭƻǿǎ ŀƭƻƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǿŜǎǘŜǊƴ ŜŘƎŜ ƻŦ 

¢ǁǘŀǊŀ wŜǎŜǊǾŜ wŜƎƛƻƴŀƭ tŀǊƪ ŀƴŘ ƛǎ ǇǊƻƴŜ ǘƻ 

flooding. Flooding was traditionally celebrated by 

aņƻǊƛ ŀǎ ŀ ƳŜŀƴǎ ƻŦ ǎǇǊŜŀŘƛƴƎ ƳŀǳǊƛ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ 

landscape. The river has a low gradient in the 

reserve and a gentle flow which travels through a 

series of pools and riffles on a fine gravel bed. 

Perceptual Memorability Area has high memorability as a large stand of 

mature dense indigenous vegetation adjacent to 
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ǘƘŜ ōǊŀƛŘŜŘ tǁƘŀƴƎƛƴŀ wƛǾŜǊΦ .ƻƭŘ ŦƻǊƳ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 

mature Podocarp trees rising up out of the native 

bush is striking. 

Legibility/Expressiveness The extent of indigenous vegetation is sufficient to 

be clearly legible as a remnant forest area typical 

of that which would have once been predominant 

ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ tǁƘŀƴƎƛƴŀ ±ŀƭƭŜȅΦ 

Transient Fluctuation in river level and some flooding is 

likely. Transient values related to fauna of the 

ŦƻǊŜǎǘΦ tǁƘŀƴƎƛƴŀ ±ŀƭƭŜȅ ǘŜƴŘǎ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ŀ ƭƻǘ ƻŦ ŎƭƻǳŘ 

and has its own microclimate, being close to the 

foothills of the Ruahine Range. For this reason, the 

very climate itself gives a separate identity to the 

area. 

Aesthetic High aesthetic appeal due to the extent of 

unmodified indigenous vegetation along the 

margin of the river which provides a high sense of 

coherence and reinforces its vividness both as a 

feature and in contrast to the surrounding 

modified landscape which results in a high scenic 

quality. 

Naturalness High degree of degree of perceived naturalness 

exhibited by the vegetation cover which typically 

ŜȄǘŜƴŘǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǊƛǾŜǊΩǎ ŜŘƎŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǇ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ 

river escarpment. 

Associational Historical Surrounding area was cleared for farming and 

timber in the late 1860s, meaning this reserve has 

value in being a remnant of vegetation that once 

covered the region. In 1886 the reserve was set 

aside for state forest purposes, being originally 

preserved for its timber. When state forest status 

was cancelled in 1946 the land was declared a 

recreation reserve and was prized for its scenic 

values at a time when lowland forest elsewhere in 

ǘƘŜ aŀƴŀǿŀǘǹ ƘŀŘ ŀƭƭ ōǳǘ ǾŀƴƛǎƘŜŘΦ Lƴ мфтр ǘƘƛǎ 

status was changed from recreation to scenic. It is 

a popular camping area. The first camping in the 

area took place in the 1920s at what was originally 

ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ǘƘŜ tǁƘŀƴƎƛƴŀ .ƻȅǎΩ /ŀƳǇΦ 9ǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ōȅ 

the YMCA, the site is now known as Camp Rangi 

Woods after YMCA general secretary Charles 

άwŀƴƎƛέ ²ƻƻŘǎ ŀƴŘ ƛǎ ƭƻŎŀǘŜŘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƴƻǊǘƘŜǊƴ ŜƴŘ 




