
 

 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Version 3.0 
May 2023 

 



 

Ōroua Flood Action Plan 

 2 Version 3.0 – May 2023 

 

 

 
Version Date Issued by Reason for review 

1.0 20 October 2015 Ian Lowe Initial release 

2.0 November 2019 Ross Brannigan Major Review – updated to 
incorporate changes to plan 
resulting from stopbank upgrades 
around Awahuri reach  

3.0 June 2023 Jeanie Ferry/David 
Rei Miller 

Major Review 

 
 
 

Authors 
Ian Lowe 

Manager Emergency Management Office 
 

Jon Bell 
Design Engineer 

 
 
 

Cover Photo 
Ōroua River 

Tom Coogan, Asset Condition Inspection Officer 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

CONTACT 24hr Freephone  0508 800 800 help@horizons.govt.nz www.horizons.govt.nz 
      

      

SERVICE 

CENTRES 

Kairanga 
Cnr Rongotea &  
Kairanga-Bunnythorpe Rds 
Palmerston North 
 
Marton 
Cnr Hammond & Hair Sts 
 
Taumarunui  
34 Maata Street 
 
Woodville 
Cnr Vogel (SH2) & Tay Sts 

REGIONAL 

HOUSES 

Palmerston North 
11-15 Victoria Avenue 
 

Whanganui 
181 Guyton Street 

DEPOTS 

Levin 
11 Bruce Road 
 

Taihape 
Torere Road 
Ohotu 

      

      

POSTAL 

ADDRESS 
Horizons Regional Council, Private Bag 11025, Manawatū Mail Centre, Palmerston North 4442 | F 06 952 2929 

 



 

Ōroua Flood Action Plan 

 i Version 3.0 – May 2023 

 

CONTENTS  

 

 Summary 1 

 Background - Ōroua Flood Protection Works 1 

 Description of the Risk 1 

 Left Bank Upstream of Awahuri 2 

 Ongoing Risks 2 

5.1 Timona Park – Flooding Risk ..................................................... 2 

 Communications Plan 5 

 Health and Safety 5 

 Distribution 5 

Appendix 1 - Maps 6 

 

 

 

 

 





 

Ōroua Flood Action Plan 

 1 Version 3.0 – May 2023 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                

1 This is equivalent to a 1 in 100 year event.  
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Table 1: Action Table 

Site Manawatū District Council Plan of Action and Critical 

Elements 

Horizons Regional Council Plan of Action and Critical Elements 

6M ALARM LEVEL RECEIVED FROM KOPANE BRIDGE GAUGE 

KOPANE BRIDGE   Upon receipt of a 6m IVR 
notification on the Ōroua River 
at the Kopane Bridge gauge the 
River Management Duty 
Officer will: 

 Monitor weather forecast for further rain. 

 Liaise with the Hydro DO to determine 
further potential for flooding and the Ōroua 
River reaching 6.9m at Kopane Bridge. 

 Contact Operations Design Team staff to 
ascertain potential for issues to occur. 

 Advise Horizons EMDO of the situation and 
of the potential for issues to occur. 

 On advice from the Operations Design 
Team, notify Operations staff of potential 
need to mobilise in accordance with this 
Plan. 

The Emergency Management 
Officer will: 

 Receive heads up warning 
from Horizons EMDO of 
potential for issues to 
occur. 

 Maintain a watching brief 
and remain in contact with 
Horizons EMDO. 

The Emergency Management 
Duty Officer (EMDO) will: 
 

 Receive situation update from the River 
Management Duty Officer. 

 Advise Manawatū District Council 
Emergency Management Officer (MDCEMO) 
of potential issues. 

 Maintain an open chain of communications 
with the MDCEMO. 

6M ALARM RECEIVED FROM KOPANE BRIDGE GAUGE AND EXPECTED TO REACH 6.9M 

HOIHERE ROAD STOPLOG GATES 
 

  The River Management Duty 
Officer will: 
 

 Advise the EMDO of the expectation of the 
6.9m level be attained. 

 Deploy Operations Group staff to sites as 
identified by the Operations Design Team to 
monitor continuously and report back on the 
situation. 

 Arrange for the deployment of resources for 
localised stopbank raising or strengthening 
(refer resource list) if required. 

 The Emergency Management 
Officer will: 

 Activate the EOC at a level 
in accordance with local 
Standard Operating 
Procedures to monitor 
responses and liaise with 
Horizons and Emergency 
Services. 

 Advise a Local Controller. 

 Advise the Emergency 
Management Committee. 

 Advise the PIM. 

 Advise Council Staff of 
likely requirements for 
closure of Timona Park and 
Hoihere Road. 
 

Note:Once Horizons EOC 
goes to Level 3, a full activation 
of the MDC EOC should occur. 

The Emergency Management 
Duty Officer will: 

 Advise Horizons Incident Controller of the 
issue and of the actions taken to date. 

 Activate the EOC at a level conducive to 
support the Operation – likely Level 2 as per 
Emergency Response Manual. 

 Continue to liaise with Horizons Incident 
Controller to determine future requirements – 
be prepared to activate EOC to Level 3 if 
required. 

 On request of the Incident Controller, 
activate the EOC to Level 3 – procedures in 
accordance with Emergency Response 
Manual – to include IT support to EOC. 

 Continue to update the MDCEMO of the 
developing situation. 
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Site Manawatū District Council Plan of Action and Critical 

Elements 

Horizons Regional Council Plan of Action and Critical Elements 

 The Emergency Management 
Officer will: 

 Maintain actions as above. 

 EOC operations as per 
MDC EOC Standard 
Operating Procedures. 

The River Management Duty 
Officer will: 

 Continue with actions above as relevant. 

 Liaise with Horizons Incident Controller for 
further direction. 

   The Emergency Management 
Duty Officer will: 

 Maintain actions as above. 

 EOC operations as per Emergency 
Management Response Manual. 

RIGHT BANK ŌROUA RIVER UPSTREAM OF FEILDING WASTE 
WATER TREATMENT PLAN – MAP C 
 

The Emergency Management 
Officer will: 

 Maintain actions as above. 

 EOC operations as per 
MDC EOC Standard 
Operating Procedures. 

The River Management Duty 
Officer will: 

 Continue with actions above as relevant. 

 Liaise with Horizons Incident Controller for 
further direction. 

The Emergency Management 
Duty Officer will: 

 Continue with actions above as relevant. 

 Liaise with Horizons Incident Controller for 
further direction. 

6.9M ALARM LEVEL RECEIVED FROM KOPANE BRIDGE GAUGE 

     

3M ALARM (STRATHSPEY FARM) RECEIVED AND EXPECTED TO REACH 4.0M 

KIWITEA STREAM – FEILDING EROSION – MAP F   The River Management Duty 
Officer will: 

 Deploy staff if available to monitor. 
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