
























































 
 

  Waka Kotahi NZ Transport Agency 

Private Bag 11777,  

Palmerston North 4442 

New Zealand 

www.nzta.govt.nz 

 

 

 

Waka Kotahi NZ Transport Agency Reference: 2022-0513 

 

31 January 2023 

 

Manawatu District Council 

C/- Daniel Batley  

 

Via email: districtplanreview@mdc.got.nz   

  

 

Dear Daniel, 

 

Submission on Private Plan Change 1: Rongotea South Residential Area 

 

Attached is the Waka Kotahi NZ Transport Agency submission on the Proposed Private Plan Change 1:  

Rongotea South Residential Area. 

 

If you have any questions or wish to discuss any of the submission contents, please contact me. 

 

Yours sincerely 

 

 

Kelly Standish 

Senior Planner – Poutiaki Taiao / Environmental Planning 

System Design, Transport Services 

Phone:  

Email:  Kelly.Standish@nzta.govt.nz  
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FORM 5,  

CLAUSE 6 OF SCHEDULE 1, RESOURCE MANAGEMENT ACT 1991 

 

Private Plan Change 1: Rongotea South Residential Area 

 

To:    Manawatu District Council  

 C/- Daniel Batley  

 

Via email: districtplanreview@mdc.got.nz   

  

 

From: Waka Kotahi NZ Transport Agency 

Palmerston North  

Private Bag 11777, Palmerston North 4442 

     

 

This is a submission on the following: 

Private Plan Change 1: Rongotea South Residential Area 

Waka Kotahi NZ Transport Agency (Waka Kotahi) could not gain an advantage in trade 

competition through this submission. 

Role of Waka Kotahi 

Waka Kotahi is a Crown entity with its functions, powers and responsibilities set out in the Land Transport 

Management Act 2003 (LTMA) and the Government Roading Powers Act 1989.  The primary objective of 

Waka Kotahi under Section 94 of the LTMA is to contribute to an effective, efficient, and safe land 

transport system in the public interest.  

An integrated approach to transport planning, funding and delivery is taken by Waka Kotahi. This includes 

investment in public transport, walking and cycling, local roads and the construction and operation of 

state highways. 

Waka Kotahi must carry out its functions in a way that delivers the transport outcomes set by the 
Government Policy Statement on Land Transport 2021/22-2030/31 (‘GPS’). Waka Kotahi must give effect 
to the strategic outcomes set by the Government through the GPS. This sets out four strategic priorities:  
 

• Safety: Developing a transport system where no one is killed or seriously injured. 

• Better Travel Options: Providing people with better transport options to access social and 
economic opportunities.  

• Climate Change: Developing a low carbon transport system that supports emissions 
reductions, while improving safety and inclusive access. 

• Improving Freight Connections: Improving freight connections for economic development.  
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To deliver on the outcomes set by the GPS, Waka Kotahi have developed Toitū Te Taiao.  Toitū Te 
Taiao1 is the Waka Kotahi sustainability action plan. This seeks to address the strategic challenges of 
reducing greenhouse gas emissions and improving public health. This strategy identifies an “Avoid 
Shift Improve” framework which includes:  
 
▪ Avoid: reducing the need to travel and/or the time or distance travelled by car, while improving or 

maintaining accessibility, 

▪ Shift: changing how we move e.g., shifting from cars to lower-emission types of travel (e.g., 
public transport, cycling and walking), 

▪ Improve: improving the emissions efficiency and the use of low-carbon fuels  

 
The National Policy Statement on Urban Development (NPS-UD) provides a framework which 
supports the strategic transport outcomes through the integration of land-use planning and 
infrastructure provision. The following extract from Policy 1 is of relevance from a transport / land use 
integration perspective:  
 
Planning decisions contribute to well-functioning urban environments, which are urban environments 
that, as a minimum…:  
(c) have good accessibility for all people between housing, jobs, community services, natural spaces, 

and open spaces, including by way of public or active transport; and…  

(e) support reductions in greenhouse gas emissions; and  

(f) are resilient to the likely current and future effects of climate change.  

 

The submission of Waka Kotahi is: 

Waka Kotahi is neutral to Proposed Private Plan Change 1 to the extent outlined in this submission. 

Safety and Freight Connections 
 
1. Waka Kotahi has considered the potential impacts to the state highway and does not expect the 

proposal to adversely impact the safe operation of the surrounding state highway network or nearby 
freight connections as there is sufficient capacity within the state highway network to absorb the 
relatively small traffic generation.  

 
Multi-modal Transport and Vehicle Kilometres Travelled  
 

 
2. The NPS-UD provides a policy direction for well-functioning urban environments which have good 

accessibility, including by way of public or active transport and support for reductions of greenhouse 
emissions.  
 

3. Waka Kotahi supports a multi-modal approach to developments to promote a range of transport 
options and avoid increasing the current reliance on private vehicles for travel. The proposed 
development is well located in terms of its proximity to the local primary school and small retail/service 
areas of the village. The bulk of employment opportunities for future residents will generally be located 
beyond the Rongotea Township area.  
 

4. Waka Kotahi acknowledges that the Manawatu-Whanganui Regional Council have signalled that 
investigation of a bus route between Palmerston North and Rongotea is a high priority with 
investigations anticipated to begin in 2023 according to the Regional Public Transport Plan (RPTP).  
The provision of a bus route would provide an additional alternative to private vehicle use and thereby 
increase travel options for local residents to employment opportunities outside of Rongotea. Currently, 

 
1 https://www.nzta.govt.nz/about-us/about-waka-kotahi-nz-transport-agency/environmental-and-social-responsibility/toitu-te-taiao-our-sustainability-

action-plan/  

https://www.nzta.govt.nz/about-us/about-waka-kotahi-nz-transport-agency/environmental-and-social-responsibility/toitu-te-taiao-our-sustainability-action-plan/
https://www.nzta.govt.nz/about-us/about-waka-kotahi-nz-transport-agency/environmental-and-social-responsibility/toitu-te-taiao-our-sustainability-action-plan/
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there is no certainty regarding whether the investigation or potential establishment of this bus route will 
go ahead.  Waka Kotahi would support a bus route between Palmerston North and Rongotea were it 
to go ahead in future. 
 

5. The proposed inclusion of walkways, multimodal pathways, and connections to the existing footpaths 
in Rongotea is critical to ensure safe and accessible multi-modal travel options are provided for future 
residents and users of the development. Waka Kotahi notes that there is a ‘walkway opportunity’ 
identified on the proposed structure plan.  A walkway of this nature would provide important through 
connections from the proposed development to Witham Street. Waka Kotahi therefore supports the 
inclusion of this walkway within the structure plan.  
 

6. Proposed Objective DEV1 – 02 identifies the key objectives of future development in the area to 
ensure it creates a sustainable neighbourhood.  Point c. states: ‘the recreational opportunities of the 
community are enhanced through the provision of public open space and pedestrian and cycle 
linkages;’.  
 
The wording here suggests the benefits of cycling and walking within the village are restricted to 
recreational benefits. The sustainable benefits of multi-modal approaches to transport go beyond 
recreation however.  Benefits also include reduced travel costs, safer roads through reduced vehicle 
traffic, reduced noise and reduced traffic pollution within the local context.  It also encourages a 
reduction in Vehicle Kilometres Travelled (VKT), albeit at a local level.  Waka Kotahi requests 
consideration of a wording change to reflect the broader benefits provided by cycling and walking in 
the local context.  This would provide future decision makers with an understanding of the value of 
well-connected walking and cycling infrastructure as critical elements to the community beyond just 
their recreational value.  
 
 
Potential Wording Amendment:   
 

Objectives 

DEV1 – O2 

Subdivision in the Rongotea South Development Area creates a sustainable neighbourhood where: 

a. the development successfully integrates with the village character of Rongotea; 

b. natural site features are protected and incorporated into the development design; 

c. the recreational and multi-modal opportunities of the community are enhanced through the 

provision of public open space and pedestrian and cycle linkages; and… 

 

Waka Kotahi seeks the following decision from the local authority:  

(i) Support provision for well-connected cycleways and walkways to be retained as part of the proposal to 

provide local residents with alternative transport options in the local environment; and  

(ii) Consider amendment to the wording of Objective DEV01-02 to reflect the greater importance of 

‘multimodal’ transport beyond just recreational value within Rongotea.  

1. Waka Kotahi does not wish to be heard in support of this submission. 
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Signature:  

 

 

 

 
Kelly Standish 

Senior Planner – Poutiaki Taiao / Environmental Planning 

System Design, Transport Services 

Pursuant to an authority delegated by Waka Kotahi NZ Transport Agency 

 

Date: 31 January 2023 

 

Address for service: Waka Kotahi NZ Transport Agency 

   Private Bag 11777 
   Palmerston North 4442 
 

   

Contact Person:  Kelly Standish 

Telephone Number: 021 240 8724 

E-mail:     Kelly.Standish@nzta.govt.nz. 

Alternate Email:  EnvironmentalPlanning@nzta.govt.nz  










